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SY young friend ! this is a question 
lo which it will be necessary for 
you sooner or later lo finil an an- 
swer. Yon may put off the ques- 
tion to-day, but it will come again to-morroiv ; 
you may refiise to listen to it lo-morrow, but the 
day after it will still bring itself before you. As 
long as you live, the question will still be waiting 
for on answer. And even if you go on through 
life mthout attending to it, and although you 
die without replying to it, still the grave 
will not shut it out from you. A life may have 
been begun, been wasted, and he ended, and 
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lliis question, wliicli foreed itself upon child- 
hood, struggled with manhood, chided with old 
age, and terrified iu the hour of death, will 
not be banished because the spii'it has taken 
leave of the body ! In other words, the inquiry 
of Bildad the Shuhite, which you read in the 
text, though it may have been set aside by you 
througit a long life, will follow you through 
the gate of death ; and in the jadgment day of 
Christ, remorse and despair will ring in your 
ears the then agonising question, " How can a 
man be justified before God ?" But if remorse 
ant! despair do not begin until the judgment day, 
be sure of this, they will last throughout eter- 
nity. It will then be " too late to cry for mercy 
when it is the time of justice.''* If all this be 
true : if the question must be answered some 
time or otbei', and if it can only be answered 
satisfactorily in this world, surely a wise person 
will lose no time in beginning to think about it. 
Do you think it is possible to begin too early? 

Let lis consider the meaning of the inquiry, 
and then I think you will agree witii me, that 
tlie sooner you understand all about it, the better 
will it be for you both here and hereafter. And 

" Boot of CDminoii Prsycr: Comniinntioa Scrvicp. 



(l) wbat is tlie mcauing of the word justified? 
To be justified before another, in the Scriptural 
sense of the word, means that yon are in such a 
condition tliat that person refuses to see any harm 
in you. For instance, suppose you are brought 
before a magistrate for haying broken some of 
the laws, and tliat instead of your suffering pun- 
ishment, some one else has paid the fine for you, 
and you are allowed to go free; you are then 
justified with that magistrate ; that 19, you are 
accounted innocent before him. You are not 
really innocent; but for the sake of the per- 
son who has suffered punishment for you, you 
ai'e allowed to pass for an innocent person, and 
to receive the comfort and happiness which be- 
long to innocence. 

If this he the meaning of the word justified, 
you will natui'ally ask, Do the words of the text 
apply to every person born into tlie world ? You 
will be inclined to think, " Surely it is only the 
very wicked which need make this inquiiy ; it 
does not concern him who has never been guilty 
of any very gross sin," You will ask, "Can it 
be, that every man, woman, andchild, ha^e to be 
placed as criminals at the bar of God, and that 
at last the best amongst them is not really inno- 



cent, but only allowed to appear bo by God ?" 
Yes, even so. "All have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God ;'" and " When we 
have doHG all that is commanded, we are but 
unprofitable servants,'" 

Now, sin is an offence against the laws of 
God ; and if all have ainned, then little babes 
have sinned ; but how can they be sinners, when 
they have never spoken nor done any thing, 
either good or bad 1 They are sinnera, because 
they belong to the family of man. They are 
sinners by birth. We are all born in sin, and 
"shapen in iniquity.'" The sin of which all 
persona are by birth guilty is called original 
sin, and the wicked things which we are guilty 
of ourselves are called actual sin. Now, you arc 
told, in the first chapter of Genesis, that " God 
created man in His own image ; in the image 
of God created He him ; male and female 
created He them.'" Adam and Eve had no 
original sin ; they were created in goodness, not 



iniquity, 
they did 
of actual 
of death i 



made in holiness, not shapen i 
But although they were ci-eated holy, 
not long remain bo. They were guilly 
lin, and by reason of their sin, sentence 
assed upon all men,' unto condemna- 



tion. In the bistoi'y of the Creation, which you 
read in the Bible, yon will find, that Goo made 
Adam lord, and gave him power over all things 
which He had marie. Fish of the sea, fowl of 
the air, every living thing that moved on the 
face of the earth, all herbs bearing seed, all 
trees bearing fruit ;' all, all were given to Adam, 
with but one exception. In the midst of the 
beautiful Garden of Eden, in whieh he was 
placed, there was planted a tree which was called 
" The tree of the knowledge of good and eifil."' 
And concerning this tree, God said to Adam, 
" Thou shalt not eat of it : for in tiie day that 
thou eatest thereof, thou slialt surely die."* 
There was, one would think, nothing very hard 
or severe in this. Of all that he could see 
around him, there was one thing, it is true, but 
only one thing, kept back from Adam. All 
besides was fi-eely given to him. No single real 
want was nnsalisfied. Every wish was fulfilled 
as soon as made. God was their companion; 
Ibey were fellow-members with the angels ; and 
yet our first parents could not remain content. An 
evil spirit, who for liis rebellion against God ha^I 
been turned out of heaven, began to try to lead 
them away from obedience to the holy command 
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ofa holy God. There was but owe sin which man 
could commit, and that sin did the devil, under 
the similitude of a serpent, tempt Eve, the mother 
of all, to commit ! " She took of the fruit of the 
tree, and did eat ; and gave also unto ber hushand 
with her, and he did eat.'" In that moment their 
innocence was gone, — they were ashamed of 
themselves,— they were afraid of God. Tlie pure 
fountain of happiness, which God had placed in 
their hearts, was polluted, — their thoughts had 
become unclean and impui-e, — the likeness of 
God, in which iliey were created, was defaced, — 
they were cut off from the company of heaven, — 
from that moment tbey were subject lo death. 
Here, then, is the history of original sin. The 
image of the Creatok was gone; and the appear- 
ance whieh Adam now had to band down to his 
chiiiSren was not made beautiful by the shining 
upon it of the glory of GoDj but it waa a 
wretched and impure nature which was hence- 
forth lo belong lo man. He who formerly was 
like God, j>ure, innocent, holy, happy, had 
now lo ask, " How then can a man be justified 
before God ?" God is of " purer ej-es than lo 
heboid evil, and cannot look upon iniquity;"'" 
ami Iherefore the sinner was banished from 




Eden, God's Paradise; a flaming sword woa 
placed lo guard the tree of life, and Jehovah 
no more walked with man in the garden. Tliu 
holy angels in heaven ceased to be tlie com- 
panions of man ; and the race of Adam were 
now, by nature, joined to the fallen and apos- 
late angels who inhabit hell. The golden chain 
which connected the creature with the Creator 
was broken into pieces: and, instead of that, a 
bond of iron unites, with Satan and hie angels, 
beings who once can-ied about with them the 
image of God. 

Tile fall of angels was without hope of i-e- 
covery. To them is left no single possibility of 
obtaining a better eslale ; for them there is no 
deliverance from those evils, into the bottomless 
gulf of which they have, by their rebellious sin, 
plunged themselves; but they are reserved in 
chains of darkness to the judgment of the great 
day." But concerning the sons of men: theLoiiD 
knew whereof they were made, and remembered 
that they were but dust." He looked upon them 
with the eye of pity, and in the multitude of His 
com passion ale mercies said of them, as it is wiit- 
ten in the book of the prophet Jeremiah, " Shall 
thev fall and not arise ? Shall He turn awav and 
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not retmii ?"" No, aa saitli tlie PsalmiBt " As 
the heaven is high ahove the earth, so great is 
His mercy toward them that fear IIim. Aa far 
as the East is from the West, bo iiir hath He re- 
moveiJ our ti'ansgressions from us." And again, 
" Hb redeemed their iife from hell, and crowned 
them with mei-cy and redemption."" 

It is not necessary for us to inquire, whif God 
has made this difference hetween apostate angels 
and apostate man. God has not told us why Hb 
has been more merciful to man, when he sinned, 
than He was to the angels, when they trans- 
gressed; and as He has not told us, we may be 
quite sure, that to know it, would do us no good, 
When, however, we consider that Adam was 
the first of a future family, and that if a means 
by which man might be justified with God had 
not been pointed out, that then one of the noblest 
of God's created works would be turned into a 
curse and not a blessing, we may, with thankful 
hearts, fall down and bless that condescending 
mercy, which has provided us witb an answer to 
the question, " How, then, can a man be jusli- 
fied with God!" Yes; God has indeed given 
man an answer to this momentous question ; He 
hap, in very truth, provided a means whcreliy 




those who were separaled from Himself, and 
from the angels, who are called the " sons of 
God,'"" may again be restored to the privilege of 
children, and allowed to cry, "Abba, Father.""^ 
What this answer is, I shall tell you in another 
sermon. What the " means of reconciliation" is, 
and how we are to use the precious boon, will be 
brought before you in these sermons. I shall 
finish this one with some few remarks which 
may, I trust, with God'b blessing, lead you to 
become friends with God while you are young ; 
ivhich may induce you to " remember youi' 
Creator in the days of your youth;'"' and 
which may cause you to begin this very hour to 
ask, " How can a man be justified with God ?'' 
That this is a most important question will be 
plain to you at once, if you will only consider 
the might and majesty of the great and glorious 
BEiHa with whom man is to be justified. " How 
then can man be justified with God 1 " With 
God ! " Behold, God is great, and we know Him 
not ; neither can the number of His years be 
searched out."" Not only is it impossible to 
arrive at any fitting idea of God, considered in 
His mysterious Being, but there is not one single 
attribute of His, which is not far, very far above 
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our comprehenaion. I would direct your i 
tion to the accoimt which is given of God, in the 
first of our Thirty-nine Articles. There is one " 
livingandtrueGoD""— everlasting," without body, 
part8,''or passions : " of nfi te power wisdom," 
and goodness.™ And the n ly of Hia divine 
nature there are three person" ot the same sub- 
Btance, power, and eten tv — tl e Fatheh, the 
Sox, and Holt Ghost " Tr> and think how 
wonderful a Being th s st be, of whom 
such a description is true. Think of Him, and 
surely your heart, like Job's, " will tremble and 
be moved out of its place.'"* He is the God 
who has said, " Thou shalt have none other gods 
but Me."" He it is whom Hezekiah thus in- 
vokes : " O Loud of hosts, God of Israel, that 
dwellest between the chenibims. Thou ail the 
God, even Thou alone of all the kingdoms of 
the earth. Thou hast made heaven and earth."" 
He it is in whom all things " live and move and 
have their being."'' " I am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the ending," saith the Lord ; 
" which is, and which was, and which ia to 
come:"" THE ALMiOHxy. He is a Spirit," and 
to no created thing can He impart of Hia " ter- 
rible majesty;"" neither does He partake of any 
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T^weature's weakness. " Hast tiiou not known, 
hast llioii not heard, that the erevlaciting God, 
the Lord, the Creatdh of the ends of the earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary ? There is no 
searching of His uDderslanding."" To whom 
shall you liken Hiu? He it is "that sitlcth 
upon the circle of the eartb : and tlie inhabitants 
of the earth are as grasshoppers." He it is that 
" stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and 
spreadclh them out as a tent to dwell in." * " He 
layeth the beams of His chambers in the waters. 
He maketh the clouds His chariot."" " He rides 
npon the cherub, and is seen upon the wings of the 
wind. He made darkness pavilions round about 
Him ; dark waters and thick clouds of the skies."" 
" Touching the Almighty, we cannot find Him 
' out : He is excellent in power and in judgment."" 
I He "ia mighty in strength and wisdom."" "No- 
thing is hid from Him."" " He is a God of 
I knowledge," " " His eyes are in every place."" 
H " Hell is open before Him, and destruction hath 
no covering from Him,"" " The heavens are not 
[ clean in His sight;"" and " He chargeth even 
[ Hisangels with folly."'" The heaven of heavens 
I will not contain Him, He " is the blessed and 
p only Potentate; the King of kings and Lord of 
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lords. Who only iialh im mortality ; dwelling in 
tlie light, which no man can approach unto ; 
Whom no man hath seen, nor can see ; to 
Whom be honour and power everlasting. 
Amen."" Yes; Hi! it is who is " ivorthy to 
receive glory, and honour, and power ; for He 
it is that has created all things, and for His 
pleasure they are and were created."" He it 
is to whom, through unceasing hours, by night 
and by dtty, the song of praise is sung, " Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God Almiuhtv, which was, 
and is, and is to come."" And it is with Him, 
mysterious Three in One, and One in Three, 
that j/ou and all men are lo be justified, la 
not this thought enough to send you with all 
haste, and all earnestness to your Bibles, and to 
your God in prayer, to ask, " How then shall 
man be justified with God?" For surely, this 
consideration of His awful Almightiness will 
have caused you to exclaim with holy Job, " for 
He is not a man, as I am, that I should answer 
Him, and we should come together in judg- 
ment :" and you cannot be too anxious to know . 
whether"thereisany daysman* betwixt you and , 






SERMON I. 13 

Hiu, who should lay his hcuids upon you 
both."^ Let this qiieetion of questions be always 
before your minds ; and be diligently striving 
each day to make youi'seif more and more 
certain as to the means of justification. The 
devil, the great enemy of souls, will always be 
trying to ruin you by driving this question from 
your consideration, or providing you with false 

Do not flatter yourself into carelessness by 
supposing that your young heart is too pure 
to have the devil as an inmate. Paradise, the 
Eden of God, had its serpent. The Great 
Enemy succeeded iu tempting her who had 
never sinned; and wbo, at the time he began 
lo entice her, was the image of God. Yes ; 
Eve, pure and spotless Eve, was lured lo sin ; 
and shall you, who were " bom in sin,"'^ and who 
have a " heart that is deceitful above all things, 
corrupt," and desperately wicked ;"" shall you 
hope to escape, if you allow yourself to be 
throivn off your guard ? Foolish and idle will 
every such hope prove. Be wise in time, and 
trust no such flatleiy. 
I Be always on the watch ! Remember ! Satan 
Iriumplied over innocence : and eighteen hundred 
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vt-ars' experience has not made liim one wliit tlie 
less ekilful in attacking tbe baptized members of 
the household of Christ. A part of his expe- 
rience is, that it is best to begin with the young. 
He is, therefore, particularly attentive to the 
young; ever most Bedulously striving to bide bis 
hateful features from the youthful eye : ever most 
diligently manccuvring to make sin atlraclive to 
them. He dresses up sin in a thousand different 
enticing and seducing shapeB, to deceive them. 
He always takes care to give tbem their poison 
in honey. He loves to deceive you, for the very 
I'eason that the ministers of God seek to build 
you up in the most holy faith of the gospel,'* viz, 
that according to what you learn now, such, most 
probably will be the inclination, and direction of 
your ftiture life and conduct. We are com- 
manded in the Bible, to " train up," that is, to 
catechize, and mould by instruction and example, 
"children in tbe way they should go :''^ and 
God hag made to us the gracious promise, that 
children so brought up shall not, nben they 
are old, depart from the good instruction 5;iven 
tbem in their youtb. And as this is so, "Hear 
ibou, my son, and be wise, and guide thine 
hciu't in the wav."" Htar God's kind and 



pTecious invitation; "My son, give me tliine 
heart, and let tliine eyes observe my wayB.'"* 
Begin at once to give God your heart: the 
longer you put tliia good work off, the lesa able 
will you be to perform it. Each day will give 
" the world " fresh bold over your affections ; — 
each day will give " the flesh " new power over 
your desires ; each day will leave you with 
fewer objections for " the devil " to surmount. 
Begin, therefore, now to seek God : for recol- 
lect, that it is to those who seek Him earl^ that 
God has promised to show Himself. "They 
that seek MB eai'Iy shall find me."" Do you 
wish to find God, and to be found of Him ? 
Seek Him earli/. Seek Him koto. Begin at 
once to ask, " How then shall a man be justifled 
with God ?" Never content yourself with what 
you know upon this subject. Always, each day, 
and each hour, be learning something fresh 
about yourself, about God, and about the way 
to be justified with Him. 
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HK GRACIOUS ANSWER. 



In the former Bermoii, you wei'e told, lliat being 
justified, meant being considered iunocent. Now 
when a person is regarded, i.e. looked iipoD as 
innocent by God, then he becomes a friend of 
God, and is " made nigh'' to Hiu. If, there- 
fore, we can find out bow we are " made nigh " 
to God, then we eball have an answer to the 
qneslion, " How, then, can a man be justified 
with God ?" ' The apostle Paul, in the words 
of our text, unfolds the whole question of our 
justification with God. He not only tells us, 
that it is " by the blood of Christ" that men are 
" made nigh to," or justified with, God ; but lie 



also tells us who they are tltat ai's thus brought 
home to the Father. He tells us, that they who 
are"in Chuiht Jesos, are no longer afaroff, but 
that tliey are made nigh by the blood of Christ." 
In this present aermoo, it will be enough for us 
to consider on whose account it is that the sin of 
Adam is removed from his descendants ; how 
it is to be understood, that men " are made nigh 
to Gou by the blood of ConiBT." The means 
by which the saving merits of that blood are 
applied, and the ])ersons to whom they Eire 
offered, will appear in t!ie next sermon, in which 
you iiiU be taught how you are washed in the 
blood of Christ : bow you come to be in Christ 
Jesus. By being in Christ Jkbus is meant 
in Christianity: as members of the Church of 
Christ, which is the body of Christ, you 
are in Christ Je*us : and thus as Christianf>, 
" ye who sometimes were afar oflF, are made nigh 
by the blood of CaniST." 

You have already been told, how it is that 
you were by birth " afar off from God." Yoh 
were born into the world an alien from Him,' 
because Adam, your first parent, had trans- 
gressed against the holy law of God. Yoii 
have also heard, that God, in His great mercy, 
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did not allow tl)e family of man to continue 
Btrangera from Him, witbout hope of redemp- 
tion. " Scarcely liad the sentence of death 
gone forth, when the promise of life was made, 
The dreadfiil words, " Thou shalt surely die," 
were deprived of tlieir worst sting, by the gra- 
cious assurance that there should be a " Sekd of 
the woman who should bruise the serpent's 
head.'" In this, the hour of man's sin, infinite 
mercy strove with iufinite justice, and both were 



Man, by sin, had become an outcast from 
heaven : he was now an enemy to God, and God 
was an enemy to him. Man had God for hia 
enemy. How fearful is the thought ! That God, 
at whose " touch the mountains smoke,^ and at 
whose presence the bills melt like was,"" to have 
Him for an enemy ! An enemy, too, appai'ently 
without hope of reconciliation For where Bliall 
there be found one, who being man, can feel for 
our wants and pity our weaknesses ; and being 
God, has it in His power to reason with Divine 
Majesty,' and is not afraid to plead with the 
Father for His offending children, whom, 
though His subjects and creatures, He yet is 
. and kind enough lo call " brethren?" 




Where one who could lay his bands upon both 
God and man ? Where one enti'usted by eacli 
of these two widely differing parties to act aa 
daysniar], or umpire, to decide between them ? 
See that Man, that Mediatoh between God and 
man, prophesied of in the promise made to Eve. 
Witness His coming graciously confirmed by re- 
velation to Noab,' Abraham,* and his seed. Sec 
Him foretold through the long and gloriously 
resoimding song of prophecy'" for hundreds of 
years. See Him foreshadowed by sacrifice;" 
shewn by emblem in the paschal lamb ; " typi- 
fied in His obedience by Isaac ; " by Moses as 
lawgiver," prophet, mediator," and priest;'" by 
Joshua," Ds the leader of hia people; and by 
an illustrious host of holy men, and a splendid 
train of ceremonies full of hidden meaning, from 
the brazen serpent" onwards. See prophecy 
growing clearer and clearer in each age of its 
delivery, until Maiachi, the last of the glorious 
line of gospel heralds, speaks in the all but 
manifested presence of the long-expected Deli- 
verer, concerning his forerunner ; "Behold, I will 
send My Messenger, and he shall prepare the way 
before Me ; and the Lord whom ye seek shall 
suddenly come to His temple ; eicn the Messenger 
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} of the covenant, whom ye delight in ! Behold, ' 

He shall come, eaith the Lord of hosts." The 
messenger did come ; and liardly was he well 
nigh : hardly had the echo of prophetic story 
died away, when, lo ! Mary the Virgin, of tJie 
royal line of David, " was found with child of 
the Holy Ghost."'" Myriads of the angelic 
company tell of His birth ; a manger on eartli 
is the scene, hut a bright and glorious star in 
heaven points to it; wise men from the east do ' 
homage, and bi'ing rich presents to the heavenly I 
babe in Bethlehem ! ' 

And who ii this ? Not man only ; for He | 
is conceived of the Holy Giiust. Not God 
only; for He is born of Maiy, He is, then, 
both God and Man; a daysman betwixt God 
and man ; therefore, one who could lay his hands 
upon them both? Oh! the great mystery of 
godlinesB: "God manifested in the fleeh, and 
seen of angels."™ Oh! Divine, condescending 
mercy ! What love ; ivhat gracious kindness ! 
No longer is there difficulty in answering the 
question, " How then shall man be Justified with 
God!" The glory of the highest heavens is 
given up in part by its lawful possessor; and 
this lower world, the region of sorrow and dealit, 



f receires Him wiio from all ctemily dwelt in 
the bosom of the Almiohty Father." Well 
may angels wonder, and men be thankful, for 
He in whom it was not i-obbery to he equal 
with God" has been clothed with our flesh,*' and 
there is hope for sinners." Yes ! there is hope 
for sinners, A way is opened, along wliieh 
man may travel to God.^ A means is now 
devised, hj which man may be justified with 
God, " In the Lobd shail all the seed of 
Israel be justified,"-^ prophesied. Isaiah; and bo 
has it come to pass. For the Son, which ie the 
"Word oftheFATHEii," begotten from everlasting" 
of the Father, the verj- and etenial God,'° took 
man's nature in thewomhof the blessed Virgin," 
of her substance j so that two whole and perfect 
natures,^' that is to eay, the Godhead and man- 
hood, were joined togetlier in One Person, never 
to be divided; whereof ia one Christ, very God 
and very Man, who truly suffered, was crucified, 
dead, and buried,™ to reconcile the Father to us," 
and to bo a sacrifice,^ not only for original guilt, 
hut also for the actual sins of men.* Yes ! There 
is hope for sinners; for God our " heavenly 
Father did in Lis tender mercy give his only 
• An. ir. 




Son Jesus Christ to BtiSiir dcalli upon tha 
cross i who made there, by H13 one oblation of 
Himself, once ofFered, a fu]i, perfect, and suf- 
ficient sacrifice, satisfaction, and oblation, for 
the sina of the whole world."* 

You have now been taught, in the language 
of the Church, accompanied by copious re- 
ference to Scripture, the great doctrine of the 
Atonement. You are no longer ignorant of 
the way in which man is to be "justified with 
God." The way is, by an application of the 
merits of the Son of God. Cii kist Jesus is the 
Author of man's salvation. You will hear some 
people say, they are justified by faith ; others, 
that they are justified by works; others, that 
they are justified by Baptism ; others, that the 
Church justifies tliem ; others will tell you, 
that they have done no wrong, and therefore 
want no justification. AH of tbeso persons are 
more or less wrong. The last- mentioned are 
wrong altogether, and are in deadly error. As 
you were told in the last sermon, Adam's guilt baa 
made it necessary that all should find ont the way 
of justification. Tbose who trust to the Church, 
or Baptism, or works, or faitb, trust to the instru- 

• Coiisecrnlinn rrnjTf-uriler of tlit^ Holy Communion. 



' nients or (raits of jusiificaliou, rather than to tlie 
cause ; to tbc! channels, instead of to tiie fountain. 
Christ is the only refuge of sinners; Christ is 
the one only way to life.'' Chkist is the one only 
Door of the heayenly sheepfold.™ Chkist is the 
one oiilyShepherd of the heavenly flock." Cubist 
is the one only Lord of the believing family." 
Christ died for sinners.*" Christ rose again for 
our justification." Christ is our all in all. It is 
fiy the blood of Christ that we are made nigh lo 
Con. Biitwhy by the blood of Christ? Simply 
because " without shedding of blood there is no 
remission.'"' Man had sinned.; and a fearful 
charge stood recorded against him in the judg- 
ment book of God. That charge could not be 
wiped out save by the shedding of blood, by a 
perfect sacrifice. Our bodies could not be made 
clean but by the body of Christ ; nor our souls 
washed, but through His most precious blood. • 
The Catholic doctrine stands thus : we are jus- 
tified, or accounted righteous, before God, for the 
inerit of our Lord and Saviour Jbsus Christ, 
by the Holy Spirit, first in Baptism, through 
faith, either on our own, or the Church's part, 
to be hereafter made our own, and to be shewn 
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forth, as we " grow in grace," by works " wliich 
are the fruita of faith," 

It only remains to say, that you must Dever 
allow any other confidence to lead you away 
from Christ. Let notliiiig stand in tlie interval 
between yourself and God, but Jesus the Medi- 
ator of the new coTenant." Do not dare to con- 
veit your works into a Saviour. The works of 
frail man a cause of justification with God ? No- 
Works of his own shall never bring the sinner 
near to God. He is wicked and corrupt. A clean 
thing cannot come out of an unclean ;" and there- 
fore his works, at their very best, must also be un- 
clean. Dare not to make your faith your Saviour, 
What is faith? It is trust and reliunce on some 
body or some thing." Faith ha* no value qfiin 
own. All the praise that belongs to faith must 
come from somewhere else ; it must come from 
the object on which faith is exercised; that is, 
from Christ. Faith is nothing, therefore, but a 
tneans ; and the end which sanctifies it is Christ. 
It is nothing but an act of reliance; and the 
object of reliance is Christ. Christ is the only 
staff on which the pilgrim may lean in his 
Journey heavenwards- The best faith and the 
holiest works ore wortliless, if thev be allowed 
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to hide Christ from the sinner's view. While, 
at the same time, if Christ he made to a sinner 
the source of justification, then that sinner will 
haye faith, and he will have good works. Re- 
memher this, the great question is, *< How then 
can a man be justified with God ?" And the 
gracious answer is, that we " are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ." Our next question is. How 
is that pure blood applied to guilty man ? 



ON HOLY BAPTfSM. 



If you have reaJ, and believed, the two former 
sermons, you know that yon were by nature a sin- 
ner,' and separated from the favour of God,* — 
that your affections were nil estranged ^ fi-ora that 
great and glorious Beino who made you by Hia 
power,' sustains you by Hia providence,'' and, if 
you are living dutifully, clierislies you by His 
grace," You have learnt that He could not look 
upon you, because Hia justice rendered the sins 
of man awallof pai-titioa between Him, Holy, and 
you, unholy; and you also know, that JeSUS 
Christ was manifested to destroy (he works of 



the devil ^ that He has been made unto the fallen 
race of Adam BanctificatioR, righteousness, and 
redemption;' that by dying upon the crosa He 
nailed to that accursed tree the ems of the guilty, 
and the debt due from the apostate creature to 
Ilia justly-otfended Creator ;* and that, by His 
rising again from the dead, God the Father 
made known tliat He accepted the Ransom Price, 
and it was made certain and publicly announced 
that the difficulties which hitherto had prevented 
men, on earth, from being intimate and friends 
with God and the holy angels in heaven, were 
removed,* and that God was, in Christ Jesus, 
a reconciled Father even to us his lost and 
ruined children. 

Having taught you thiis much, the next thing 
which you have to learn is how, and bff rekat 
means, the choice and precious benefits secured 
to Hs by the Incarnation (t. e. the becoming flesh 
— the beooming man), the death, and resurrec- 

" Col. ii. 1*, 15. Ill this psasage, allusion ia made lo 
lliG custom of a party who holds a band (i. e. a legsllj-madE 
promiae of pajraent of a dabt) against anortiEr, bringing it 
iDlo the public niuket-pliice, to be nailed to a block put 
there for (he purpose, in token that it was "cancelled," 

!, that the debt, for which it naa a pledge and security, 
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tion of Christ, are applied to individual. Let 
us look to our text. " Not by works of righte- 
ousness wliich we have done, but according to 
HiB mercy He saved us." From this we learn, 
that of ourselves we are nothing ; that a 
suffieiency is of God;" that, as far as ourselves 
are concerned, we have neither merits, nor 
works, nor observances, nor efforts possessing 
any inherent value, i. e. any prc^r value of 
their own. That while the Gospel, which 
records, with praise, the conduct of the woman 
who anointed our Lord's feet," urges us to put 
forth all our strength, and try our utmost to be 
like Christ," that so we may be perfect, even aa 
our Father in heaven is perfect;" yet the same 
Gospel reminds ns that, when we have done all 
that is commanded us, we are hut unprofitable 
servants ; '^ and still, notwithstanding all this it is 
clear, that wretched as we are oui'selves, poor 
and miserable outcasts, yet, notwithstanding, 
there is a way by which even we may enter into 
the Holy Presence,'* There is a garb, a wed- 
ding garment," in which we may be dressed, 
and be allowed to appear before the Lord 
Jehovah. The teaching of the text, then, is as 
follows : — 
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That we are not saved by works of I'ight- 
licli we liave done. 

II. That we are saved by the mercy of God. 

III. That the manner in which His mercy is 
applied to us, is the washing of regeneration. 

IV. That the washing of regeneration is in- 
complete, without the renewing of the Holt 
Ghost. 

The first and seuoDd of these truths have 
already heen explained ; let iis then now go on to 
examine what is meant hy the " washing of 
regeneration;" for this is the means wheceby 
God acts for the salvation of our souls. It is 
by the washing of rrgeneralion that we are 
made to share in the great benefits, and blessed 
privileges, which Christ has procured for ua: 
in this washing of regeneration it is that we are 
BO cleansed as to be accounted just, in the sight of 
God, for the sake of Chhist — in other words, 
this is the process which we, who are Christians, 
underwent, in order that we might enjoy the 
honourable title of sons of God, and be of the 
blessed number whom God has justified freely. 
The thing then which it is necessary for yon to 
know, is, when this washing of regeneration 
takes place. When and how is it, [hat sinful 
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sd as to be regenerated? And 
yoQ tbe meaning of the word 



man is so wa 
first let me t 

i-egeneration. It is made up of two Latin words 
wliicii mean being born again. Regeneration 
meana the same as new-birth. Now, in the 
Gospel, Tve learn that Jesus Christ has said, 
" Except a man be born again, he cannot enter 
inlo the kingdom of God.""' Thia you see ia 
another proof, that when we are born into the 
world, we are not in the kingdom of God. 
Nay, 80 far are we from it, tbat the steps neces- 
aary to place us in it are compared to a change 
as great as that of being 6(ir» ai/ain. At our 
new birth we are admitted into the family of 
God; it ia that we may get rid of our connexion 
with sin, and the devil who is the autlior of sin, 
and that we may be able to call the great and 
glorious God our Father, that it is necessary 
for us to be born again. 

Now, when were you made a " child of 
God?'' Try and i-emembcr your Catechism. In 
answer to the question, " Who gave you this 
name ? " you linve been taught to answei', 
" My godfathers and godmothers in my Bap- 
tism ; wherein I was made a member of Christ, 
a child of God, and an inhentor of the king- 



dom of lieaveii." Now you will before long he 
taught that atiy one of these names belongs onjy 
to those who have been bom again ; — if you are 
a tnemher of Chhist, — you are joined to One 
with whom you could never have been united so 
long as you kept the nature with which you wore 
first bom ; — if you are a child of God, you arc 
adopted into a family where nothing that is 
unholy or which defileth is allowed to enter ; " — if 
you are an inheritor of the hingdom of lieaveit, 
you may expect joys and liappinesa which can be 
felt only by those who have been washed in the 
blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world." And hence, we 
see that it is in Holy Baptism, that the washing 
of regeneration is applied ; in Holy Baptism that 
we are horn again ; in Holy Bapti sm that we are 
juBlified before God ; in Holy Baptism that the 
precious blood of the atonement is first applied 
to our souls, and that we are made partakers of 
the sufferings of Christ," 8o teaches the 
Catechism ; so teaches the holy Church in eveiy 
part of her Prayer-book. And since ourChurch 
is a Scripture-loving, Scripture-honouring, and 
Scripture-obeying Church, you may believe that 
what she teaches in her Prayer-book is the teach- 



ing of God in the Holy Bible. I sliall onl3r"* 
repeat two or three passages at length ; but I 
hope, when you have finished reading this and 
the other sermons, you will patiently look ont 
all the different texts, to which references are put 
at the end of tbig volume. 

Our Lord tells ub, " Escept a man be bom 
of wafer and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
tliG kingdom of God."'" When the attendant of 
Queen Candaoe, of whom you read in the seventh 
cbaptcr of the Acts, was convinced that Jesus 
was the Christ, Philip the Deacon admitted 
him, in Baptism, into the fold of the Redeemer, 
the Church which St. Paul styles His Body, the 
fulness of Him that filleth all in all.-' " He that 
believcth, and ia baptized, shall be saved,"" is 
the assurance of Scripture, in many places, 
" in Baptism are we buried with Him unto 
Jeulh," ^ says one Apostle ; and " Even Baptism 
doth now save us,'"' saith another. "As many 
ns have been baptized into Christ," says St 
I'nul, " have put on Christ."" 

And now, my young friend, you see liow 
solemn and important an event it was by which 
you were set apart for God's service, and yet 
how simple the iiieiius were. Thus does Goi) 
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ri always shew His strengtli, by the weakness of 
the inatruments through which He works. 

' Plain simple water, blessed, as we believe by 

God the Holy Spirit, in aiiswei' to the prayer 
of faith, " Sanctify, O Lord, this water to the 
mystical washing away of sin,"* is sprinkled on an 
infant's face : the thrice holy words, "IntheName 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost,"+ are pronounced, and mysteriously, 
how we know not, hut truly as we believe, the 
child of wrath and siu is boi-u again : he is taken 
in, as a child into a new family ; and, therefore, 
he gains a new name — a name to shew that he is 
twice born — once of nature, once of Spirit ; and 
this is the reason why the name by which you 
are called, to distinguish you from your hrothere 
and sisters, or from others of your own family, 
who have the same surname, is called your 
Christian name, i. e. the name given yuu in 
your Baptism, wherein, blessed be God for 
HiB great mercy, you were made a Christian. 

If any kind friend were to make you a present 

of a beautiful white dress, I think you would be 

careful to keep it clean, both for your own sake, 

• Prayer of Consecration, ia Office for Public Bapliam. 
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done, God willed lo save you. Herein He 
called you to the adoption of sons — herein He 
called you to that state of satvation for which you 
have been taught to he thankful* — -herein you 
were born again : the guilt of Adam's sin, and 
the punishment that sin deserved, was then all 
foi^iven you : you were made dead unto sin, 
and alive unto God:" you were enlisted into 
Christ's ariny,+ and made a soldier under Him, 
the great Captain of Salvation,™ You were 
then engrafted upon that true Vine, which is 
Christ ; l and made an heir of that happiness, 
and ajounieyer towards that home which Christ 
has secured and won for all who hold fast that 
which He has given them.'' Remember all 
this, utid think how great your sin^how vast 
your loss — liow inexcusable your carelessness and 
guilt will be, if you let these precious privileges 
slip from you, one by one. It will be better for 
the heathen than for you, in the day of judgment, 
if you sin away the grace Goit has given you. 
It is a blessed and a very nwfiil thing to be 

' Church CstecliiBm. 

t Receivingof ihe baptiicd inrart into the Congregntion. 
Office for Public Bapliim. 
t Art XXVir. John XV. I. 



w 

' B Chris 



Christian ; an ful— tremendously awful — if we 
forfeit our inheritance, and forget whereunto ne 
were called : blessed, if, taking advantage of all 
tlie helps given us in the holy Church, we are 
attentive, and humble, and obedient, and dutiful; 
if we live as thoae who are expecting a better 
country than this," and know, that to be happy 
there, they must lie holy here. Once again, I 
say, remember — you were horn in sin. " Christ 
haa redeemed you and all mankind "" from the 
bondage of sin ; and, as one of the baptized, you 
are in Christ Jesus ; and being in Christ 
Jesus, you, though once afar off, are made 
nigh, by the blood of Christ, and so become 
one of the " elect people of God," whom " God 
the Holt Ghost sanctiiieth,"^' Be, therefore, 
holy, because ya have been made the temples of 
the Holt Ghost. Glorify God in yonr bodies 
and BpiritB, both of which are His:" and grieve 
not the Holt Spirit of God, whereby you are 
sealed unto the day of redemption," lest you 
finally quench Him," drive Him away from you, 
and die the second death, being cut off from that 
Lord and Saviour, who died on the cross to 
ransom yon, and rose again to justify you ! 
" Chiift* Catechism. 
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;, HOLT, CATHOLIC, AND APOSTOLIC CHURCH. 



WbEiV you were baptized you were called into 
a state of salvation ;* you were put iota the way 
of being saved ; you were, in t!iat holy Sacra- 
ment, signed and sealed, as one that should be 
saved. t And, as the Lord adds to the Church 
daily such as should be saved, I intend, in this 
permon, to explain to you what is the meaning of 
that article in the Creed in which you profess 
that you believe in " One, Holy, Catholic, and 
Apostolic Church."! 

• church Cstechiam. 

t Art, XXVII. 

I NiccnD Creed, Communjon OiliM. 



Id Saptisui we are " grafted unto (he 
Church :"* and as you are baptized, it ia riglit 
that you should know what privileges and graces 
belong to j-oq, in consequence of your being 
" added to the Church." You must always 
rLiuembcr, that the gracious and glorious pro- 
inises of God are " to be received in such wise 
as Ihey be generally set fotlh in lioly Scrip- 
ture ;"t that is, they are to be looked upon as 
made to the Church, and not as made to eacli 
separate peraon. As an individual, you are con- 
cerned in the promises, it is true ; but it ia only 
because, being an individual, you are also a 
member of the Cliui-ch, that you are thus privi- 
leged and blessed. Your haj>piness belongs to 
you as a young Churchman, as a member of 
Chhist. 

You will understand what I mean better, by 
the following illustration, or example: — Suppose 
you were at a schoot al which a promise was 
made, that all who were in the first class, at the 
end of the half year, should liavc a prize given 
to tliem ; and that, at the time of this promise 
being made, you were in the second class; but 
that, before the time for giving the reward 
• Art. XXVir. I Art, xi^n. 
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arrived, you liad gained a step, and were removed. 
into ibe first class ; you would tben look forward 
to obtaining a prize, at the time named ; not be- 
cause one had been promised to you in par- 
ticular, but because you were in tbe class to all 
the boys in which a prize had been promised. 
And remembering this, would make you very 
diligent to keep in the class ; because, if, before 
the half year was ended, you had lost your place, 
and been sent down into the second class, you 
would not have the prize; the promise being only 
to the first class. If your papa or mamma, before 
you left home, said to you, " When you return 
for the next holidays, if you are in the jirst class, 
I will make you a present;" then, although 
the conditions of getting this pi'csent are the same 
as the conditions of obtaining the master's prize, 
namely, your being in the first class, yet the 
promises are made in a different manner. The 
master's promise ia a general promise, made to 
all the first class ; andifyouareoneof them, you 
obtain the prize, in common with the other boys ; 
but your papa's or mamma's promise is a par- 
ticular promise, made to you : and you alone, 
and not all tlie first class, receive tlie present. 
Now, in holy Scripture, God makes general 



promises ; and all who fulfil the conditions upon 
which those promiseB are made, will be permitted 
to enjoy them. God makes general promises; 
and gives to particular individuals the oppor- 
tunities of doing the things which are necessary 
to qiialify tliem for receiving the blessings thus 
promised ; bnt if they do not perform these 
duties, then others are chosen to supply tlieir 
places, to whom like opportunities are again 
vouchsafed. Thus is it with the Churcli. Most 
high and encouraging are the promises which 
God has made to His Churcli. He has pro- 
mised, ihat against it the gates of hell shall 
never prevail : ' that is, that there shall always 
be His Church upon earth. Against particular 
members of the Church, the gates of hell may, 
and have, finally prevailed: but then, in the 
moment of their being defeated and overcome of 
evil, they ceased to be living branches of the trae 
Vine:' they ceased to be faithful members of 
that Church, against which, as a whole, Satan 
shall plot and contrive in vain, 

St. Paul was inepired by the Holv Ghost, to 
tell US "Christ loved the Church, and gave 
Himself for it, lhat He might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by tlie 
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Word — that He might present it to Himself a 
glorious Church, not having a. spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing ; but that it should be holy, 
and without blemish.'" And it is of the Church 
for which the Saviour has done, and for which 
He wills such great and glorious things, that 
■w6, who are baptized, are members: and being 
members of " the CJiurch, which is Hia Body, 
the fulness of Him that filleth all in all;'" we 
are also membei's of His Body, of His flesh, and 
of His hones." ° And it is on account of this 
nearness to Christ, our glorified Head; it is 
because we are one with Christ, that God is 
pleased to have mercy upon us ; and, notwith- 
standing our former guilt and uncleanuess, to 
look upon us with favour, and to suffer us to bo 
one with Him. You must, therefore, never 
forget, that it is as a member of the Church that 
you are always to approach God. Apart from 
Christ we are nothing, and God will not 
know us : but in Chkist we are all tliat we can 
wish, and Go» will do all for us that we need. 
Now, in order to be in Christ we must be in 
His Church ; for liow can that be said to he in 
a person which is no part of his body '! and the 
Church is plainly called the Body of Christ. 
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)ugh, to he in Chhist, God has com- 
n Christ's Church, yet we 
may be in the Church without being Bavingly in 
Christ. By being placed in the Chiirch, we 
are, in so far,j««( ; but then the ''just" must 
" live by faith." ^ You have seen afflicted per- 
sons, with a bhnd eye, or a lame foot, or a 
palsied hand : in each of these cases— the eye, 
the foot, or the hand, are parts or members of 
the body ; but they are not healthy, useful parts: 
so members of the Church, who are not living 
hy faith, and who are not showing theii' faith, by 
love ' to God, prosed by love to man,' are 
dead, or dying, and useless members ; and will 
not, in the end, inherit the pi-omises made to 
the Church, Remember, then, that to the 
Church are the promises made, and not to you 
individually, except in so far as you are a dutiful 
and faithful member of tlie Church, If you 
read the Gospel history, you will find, that our 
blessed Lord promised to the twelve Apostles 
that " they should sit upon twelve thrones, judg- 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel," ' Now, of the 
twelve Apostles, Judas was one. Judas, you 
remember, was that sad and wicked man wJio 
betrayed the Son of God into the hands of 
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His murderers, and afterwards " went out and 
hanged himself.'"" As Judas was tlius guilty 
of murdering his Lord and himself, you may be 
sure that lie will not be in heaven, and that he 
will not have a throne there : and yet a promise 
made by Christ, who is God, and cannot lie," 
must be kept. If you recollect what has just 
been said, you will see how it happens that 
Judaa has not a throne: and yet Christ has 
spoken the truth. This promise was not made 
to each Apostle by name, but to " the twelve 
Apostles, as a glorious company," And when 
" Judas, by transgression, fell," " he was no 
longer worthy of being called an Apostle : " his 
habitation was made desolate," and another took 
his bishopric," He went to " his own place," and 
St. Matthias was elected or chosen in his room : 
and, as we have reason to believe that Matthias 
did nothing to forfeit his Apostleship, we may 
suppose that he will sit on Judas' throne. 

And, as it was with the Apostles, bo is it with 
all Christians. They have been elected to glory, 
and called into a state of salvation ; but if they 
do not use the means of grace i-ightly, and fulfil 
the conditions of that state faithfully, they will 
forfeit their crown, and some one else will be 



baptized, to tate their place. None but the holy 
are snre of salvation ; and men cannot be holy, 
without faith : and so weak and ei'ring are vre, 
that the man who ia living obediently to-day may 
to-morrow be living disobediently ; and the mo- 
ment there is unrepented sin, we cease to be sure 
of salvation : and thus it i* that no man is sure 
of his own salvation. The Church will be 
saved : and if, when we die, we are living and 
true members of the Church, we shall be saved ; 
but if we are walking unworthily of our high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus, wo shall be 
cut off from the Church, and the place in heaven 
which was intended for ns, will be offered to 
another. 

And as it is thus important to be in the 
Church, I will finish this sermon with a short 
account of the " One, Holy, Catholic, and 
Apostolic Church."" I shall give you a more 
particular account of the Church of England 
hereafler. 

The Church, then, is a society founded by the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and arranged in its several 

parts by Him and His Apostles.'" It is made 

up of all those who are baptized * by a proper 

• An. XIX. " fflilliful men." CdL i. 2. 
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minister, witli water, " iu the natoe of the' 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost." 
The Holy Bible eontains the several duties of 
the members of the Church : * and there are 
Bishops, priests, and deacons, to teach and 
govem all the baptized. + Of all this you will 
hear more by-and-by. The Church is called 
One, because it has one, and ouly one, founda- 
tion : " because it is one in faith, in government, 
and in origin. " There is one body, one Spirit, 



le hope of your calling : 
ne Baptiera, one God 
i above all, and in you 

Holy, because it ia a 
orcice and worship of 
the Jews, every thing 



even as ye are called in o 
one Lord, one Faith, 
and Father of all, who 
all, and thi-ough you all. 
The Church is called 
society set apart for the 
the Holy God. Amon^ 
vrhich was dedicated to, that is, which 
apart for, God, was called holy ; and so ie it 
with the Church. She is holy, because she Ib 
the SpouseofCHRiST ; because Christ has been 
pleased to call Himself the Bridegroom, and 
her His Bride." The Church is holy, aa being 

• AruVI. 2TiTn.!Li. 15,18,17. 

t Art. XXIII. r mid Preface to Ordinilion SErrics— Book 
of Common Prayer. 
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separated out of the ivicked world, houglit 
with the precious blood of the Lamb of God, 
and therefore neither common nor unclean." But, 
although the Church is holy, many members of 
the Church are, alas ! unholy. There waa a 
time when Adam and Eve were the only mem- 
bers of the Church on earth ; and before they 
sinned, the members of the Church on earth 
were holy, as well as the members of the Church 
in heaven. But it is different now. The Church, 
though holy, in respect to her Founder, her 
laws, her hopes, her purposes, is, as respects her 
members, compared to a field of wheat, in which 
tares grow as well as whent;" to a net, in which 
there are good and bad fish ;" to a threshing- 
floor, on which there is valuable gmin and 
worthless chaff." And not only are not all the 
members of the Church themselves holy, but 
even those who are the best, and the most dutiful, 
and trustful, cannot say that they have no sin, 
without deceiving themselves.'' The Church is, 
however, holy ; because, by her, God calls men 
to holiness ; " and by her. He makes known to 
tlie principalities and powers in heavenly places, 
His manifold wisdom ; " and by the pubiic pro- 
fession of the doctrines of Christianity, she binds 




men to practise the commands of the Gospel.** 
Then, too, the Church is holy, hecause with her 
are the holy Saei'aments, the hlesaed and chief 
channels of that grace wliich Diokea holy : she 
is the witness and keeper of holy Writ ; " and, 
although none are pure and perfect, yet there are 
many who are sincerely holy, and who, " de- 
nying ungodliness and all worldly lusts, live 
soherly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world ; and who are looking for that hlessed 
hope, and the appearing of the great God and 
oitr Saviour, Jesus Christ;" and who are 
thus, hy means of the Churcii, made fit here, for 
the enjoyment hereafter, of the glories of that 
Church in the heavens which is " holy, and 
without hlemish,"" The Church is'called Catho- 
lic, which means Universal ; hecause, under the 
Gospel, the mercy of God is not confined to a 
particular nation, as it was to the Jews; but 
Christ was prophesied of as the Rose of 
Sharon, whose leaves should be for the healing 
of all people," And thus it is under the Gospel. 
God is no respecter of persons : but, in every 
nation, he that fearelh Him and woi-ketli righte- 
s accepted of Him." " " Go ye into all 
■An. XX. ITim. iii. It, 15. 



the Korld, and preach the Gospel to every ci-ea- 
tiire,"" wa-s what Ciiiust commanded Hig 
Apostles, and by tliem His Church, in r11 ages : 
and the very first time people were baptized, 
there wei-e among the new disciples, men and 
women of all parts : " and there is no quarter of 
the globe in which the Church has not, at one 
time, been planted. The Church is called 
Catholic, to show that she is the true Body of 
Christ, and not a mere sect or party, esta- 
blished iu this or that place. By her name, 
Catholic, she shows that she lias always been, 
and now is, suited to eTery time and place. 

The Church is also called Apostolic, to show 
that she is that society which is " founded upon 
the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ, 
Himself, being the chief comer-stone :"" she is 
Apostolic in her doctrine, and in her forms. 
Dy keeping in the Church, we continue in the 
" Apostles' doctrine and fellowship."" The 
Church is Apostolic in her clergy, her creeds, 
her sacraments, and other ordinances ; that is, 
her clei'gy are descended from the Apostles : 
and she has the same faith, and the same sacra- 
ments, and the same regulations, as those for 
which the " glorious company of the Apostles " 



wei'e glad to lie eiiliateJ among "the noble army 
of martyrs." * 

And now, mj young friend, of this One, Holy', 
Catholic, and Apostolic Church, you are a 
member; think how holy, how dutiful, how 
religious, you should be. The more Gus has 
done for you the more will be expected of you. 
Be very careful not to offend against God, 
either in thought, word, or deed ; and never let 
conscience have to speak twice to you. Listen 
to it the firat time ; and let it be your last 
thought at night, and your first thought in the 
morning : " Am 1 living as I ought, considering 
that I have been added to the Church, in order 
that I might be saved? Am I trying to he 
saved V 
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on YOUTHFUL HOLINESS, 



It is a common thing for young people to think 
it of small consequence what they do. They are 
fond of thinking that it will be time enough to 
be careful about their actions when they become 
men and women. But God t^lls us differently. 
He tells us, that even a child is known by his 
doings, " whether his work be pure, and whether 
it be right." Now, my young friend, remember 
this — remember that the purity of your heart, 
and the rectitude, i. e. the rightfulness of your 
principles are fihown by what you do. It is not 
by what yon say, when asked questions upon re- 
ligious subjects : it is not by what you know 



about God the Father, who made you anil aU 
the world ; God the Son, who redeemed you and 
all mankind ; God the Holy Ghost, who sanc- 
tifies you and all the elect people of God : it is 
not by your being able to repeat the Creed, or 
the Ten Commandments : it is not by knowing 
your duty to God and to your neighbour, or by 
your quickness in finding texts ; in a word, it is 
not by what you know, but by what you do, that 
j'ou must judge whether you are in the narrow 
path which leads to everlasting life. It is a 
happy thing that you have been taught your 
duty, if you practise what yoit are taught ; but 
thera iii a fearful punishment for all tliose who 
know their Lord's will and do it not. Now, 
what I want to teach you, in this sermon, is, that 
alt the directions about holiness which you read 
in the Bible, or which you hear from your pa- 
rents and teachers, concern you now, while you 
are young, Tbey are not lessons which are to be 
merely learnt now, and only practised when you 
grow^ up. But you must begin now to be holy, 
before lioliness is the unpleasant thing which it is 
aure to become if you put away from you serious 
thoughts about God and jienven. If you look 
in your Bible, you will find many blessed pro- | 



mises to llioae who love God while they are 
young ; you will find esamjilea of obedience and 
instances of disobedience — you will read of lioly 
Samuel and of rebellious Absalom ; and from 
the one you should take warning, and from the 
other comfoj't. Let me tell you a few things 
about Samuel. There was a pious woman in 
Israel, whose name was Hannah. She was mar- 
ried to Elkanab, and, for a long time, they had 
no children. This made Hannah very unhappy ; 
but she knew who would listen to her grief, and 
remove the cause of that grief. She could not 
help weeping sore ; but she did not murmur or 
be filled with wicked discontent — "She prayed 
unto the Lord.'' Here slie showed her wisdom 
as well as her piety. Life and death are in the 
hand of Goo. He can do all things. In Him 
we live, move, and have our being. " She prayed 
unto the Lord," and " she vowed a vow, and 
said, O Lord of Hosts, if thou wilt indeed look 
upon the affliction of thine handmaid, and re- 
member me, and not foi^et thine handmaid, hut 
wilt give unto thine handmaid a man-child, then 
I will give him unto the Lord." To this prayer 
and vow, the Lord listened; and He gave to 
Hannah a man-child, and she called his name 
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Samuel (which means, a gift from the Lobd)^ 
because she had asked him of the Lord. And 
when Hannah had thus received the mercy for 
which she prayed, she did not unthankfully forget 
her vow ; but when she had weaned her child, she 
look him up to the temple, and presenting him 
to the priests of God, eaid, " Oh, my lord, as thy 
soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood 
by thee here, praying unto the Lord, For this 
child I prayed ; and the Lord hath given me 
my petition which I asked of him : therefore 
also I have lent him to the Lord ; as long aa he , 
liveth, he shall he lent to the Lord. And he ' 
worshipped the Lord there.'" And in another 
chapter, we read, " Samuel ministered before ' 
the Lord, being a, child, girded with a linen 
ephod. Moreover, his motlier made him a little 
coat, and brought it to him from year to year, 
when she came up with her husband, to offer the 
yearly sacrifice."* And that God approved of 
Samuel, and what he did, we read in the third 
chapter of this same hook. The passage is too 
long to bring in here ; but when you have finished 
this sermon, you can tuni to it, and you will find 
that God used this young child to take a message 
of warning to Eli, the old priest; and, seeing i 



what notice God is pleased to take of the young, 
I hope you will always be listening for His voice, 
atid trying to see His hand in everything which 
happens. Yoii, like Samuel, have been lent to 
the Lord ; and for you the promiee has been 
made that, as long as you live, you" fcihall be lent 
unto the Lord." All this took place when yon, 
like little Samuel, were an infant. It took place 
on your bapti§m ; and your godfathers and god- 
mothers promised and vowed these three things 
in your name; — I. That you should renounce 
the devil and all his works, the pomps and vani- 
ties of this wicked woi'ld, and all the sinful lusts 
of the tlesh : II. That you should believe all 
the articles of the christian faith : and III. That 
you should keep God's holy will and eommand- 
ments, and walk in the same all tiie days of your 
life. Now, having been thus lent to the Lord, 
and promises having been thus made for you, 
you should always remember that every call of 
duly is a call from God ; and you should always 
be ready to say, Speak, Lord, for thy servant 
heareth. When your parents speak to you, and 
tell you to do what is good, and to leave undone 
what in bad, it is Gnu speaking to you. When 
your clei^inan advises you to love God and 
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geek Him, to tiy to get to lieaven and to be 
afraid of going to hell, it is God speaking to 
you. When you are reading your Bible, it is 
God speaking to you. When you are taught 
the Creeds and your Catechism, it is God who is 
apcaking to you by His Church. Be always 
ready to hear, and, when you have heard, to do. 
Even a child is known by his doings. Yes, my 
dear young friend, you, young as you are, are to 
renounce the devil and all his works — you, young 
as you are, are to renounce the pomps and vanities 
of this wicked world — you, young as you are, are 
to renounce all the sinful lusts of the flesh. To 
renounce, means to disown, to put away from 
you, to refuse to be friends with. You are, then, 
to refuse to be friends with the devil or with any 
of his works — you are to put him away from 
you — you are to disown him. All sin is a work 
of the devii ; and you need not be frightened of 
overcoming the devil, if you resist him, trusting 
to God in Christ to help you. "Resist the 
devil," says the Apostle James, " and he will 
flee from you,"^ St. Peter tells us to be sober, 
to be vigilant, that ia, watchful : " because our 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about seeking whom he mav devour, whom 



rcBiBt stedfaat in the faitli.'" Now, if yon knew 
that a i-oaring lion, or any other wild beast 
which would do you harm, was walking about 
seeking to devour— to eat up — your body, would 
you not be very watchful to keep out of his 
way? Youwould not think yourself too young to 
take care of your hody j and why should not the 
soul of a Ultle child be as precious, and as well 
worth taking care of, as his body. Now, there 
is a roaring lion which is going about to destroy 
your Boul j that roariug lion is tlie devil, a cun- 
ning wicked spirit cast out of heaven for rebellion 
against God, He is a very mighty spirit, and 
much stronger than man ; but Jesi;s Christ is 
stronger than he ; and if we trust to Jesus 
Christ, he will enable iis to conquer the devil. 
Trusting to Jesu3 CniiraT, the great Captain 
of our salvation, is what is meant by being sted- 
fast in the faith, as you will learn from the next 
sermon. Resist the devil, then, and put away 
from you all his works. All disobedience to 
parents, to the clergy, your pastore, and to those 
teachers under whose guidance your parents place 
you— all lying, yes, even telling what is not true 
in fun, as it is called — all naughtiness of temper 
— all refusing to help your brotheis, and sisters. 



and 9chool-fellow3, when they aafe you to assist 
them in what is good, and you have time to do 
BO — all hatred, spite, revenge, malice, unkind- 
ness — all these things are to be renounced, put 
away from you, for all these are works of the 
devil: and even a child is known by his do- 
ings, whether his work be pure, and whether it 
be right. But not only are you to renounce the 
devil and all his works, you are also to put away 
from you all the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world; that is, you are to avoid every 
thing which takes off your attention from God 
and religion — you are to be the friend of God, 
and then you must hate the world, for the fi'iend- 
flhip of the world is enmity with God : rvkoso- 
ever (children, as well es grown-up persons) — 
" whosoever will he a friend of the world, is 
the enemy of God.'" — " The world," says our 
blessed Saviour, " hateth me because I testify of 
it, that the works thereof are evil."" " The whole 
world," says the Apostle of love, St. John> 
" lieth in wickedness."' " Vanity of vanities," 
saitli the preacher — " vanity of vanities, all is 
vanity." * Christ gave Himself for our 
sinB, that He might deliver us from this present 
evil worid," Set not, then, your affections on 
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tbiugB on the earth ; there is nothing here below 
which is deserving the anxiety of an immortal 
creature. Yon liave an immortal, an undying 
soul, which will be for ever happy with God, or 
for ever miserable with the devil ; and this, 
according aa you bate or love this present evil 
world. Look for your enjoymenia in religion, 
and seek, your peace and happiness in holinees. 
The world is deceitful : it looks pretty ; but the 
beauty is all outside. Renounce the wicked 
world : put away its pomps and vanities : do 
nothing — join in no pursuit which would make 
you uncomfortable, if asked by a fellow Chris- 
tian, " Do you remember you are Christ's 
soldier and servant?" Do nothing which makes 
you wish to forget God, 

And lastly : you are to renounce all the sinful 
lusts of the flesh. This will never be eo easy as 
when you are young. They that are Christ's 
have crucified the flesh, witii the affections and 
IiiBta. " Now the works of the flesh are mani- 
fest, which are these : adultery, fornication, un- 
clean ness, laseiviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, 
hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, sedi- 
tions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like : of the wliich I tell 
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yoii before, as I have also told you ii 
that they which do such things, shall not inherit' 
the kingdom of God."'" Many of these are' 
things of which you can now know but little I, 
oh ! be very careful to preserve this blessed, 
ignorance. It is the sign and mark of innocence' 
jiot to know these things : but tliere are little: 
beginnings of the fusts of the flesh against which, 
you must sti'ive. If you begin by disobeying. 
youi' parents, you wilt end in rebelling against 
your Queen and jour God ; tuming out unruly 
against your Chtirch, If you encourage hatred 
and anger, how do you know but you may end 
in murder? If you allow yourself to think any- 
thing that is unclean, and to eay what you are 
told is naughty, and if you do not learn betimes 
to check your appetite, and not always to indulge 
in things because they are nice, you will be sure 
to break the seventli commandment. Stealing w 
begun in very little things : a mere trifle leads 
to something greater and greater, until the lawB 
of man punish you for breaking the eighth com* 
mondment : while idle carrj'ing tales about your 
companions, will lead to great offences against 
the ninth i and the moment you are discontented 
with what is your own, you learn to break the 
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tenth commandment : and thus, even by evil 
thoughts and wishes, and giving way to them in 
very little things, you forget to renounce the 
sinful lusts of the flesh. Be mindful, then : 
Even a child is known by his doings. 



sermon FS. 



CHRISTIAN FAITH 



The first pan of the promise madefor you i 
your Baptism was explained in the last sermoi 
You were there taught, that the first part of I 
christian duty is to renounce sin ; to jiut away 
the devil and his works ; to have no friendship 
with what is evil ; to avoid uncleanness, and 
undue or extravagant indulgence, even in things 
lawful and proper. You were advised not to love 
the world, nor the things of the world, for fear 
you Bhould lose the love of God. Now, religion 
is a thing of doing, as well as of not doing.^ 
There are things to be done as well as things to 
be left undone;* and therefore, when our God- 
• General Conftsiion. Daily Servite. 



fatliei-a and Godmotliera had pi-omistd that wc 
should renounce what was evil, they went on to 
answer for us, that we should " believe all the 
articles of the christian faith." I mean, there- 
fore, to try to teach you how this engagement 
binds you. 

The articles of the christian faith are contained 
in the three creeds;* namely, the AjiOHtles' Creed, 
the Nicene Creed, and the creed commonly called 
the Creed of St. Athanasius. Now, these three 
creeds all contain the same truth, though not in 
quite the same langu^e. Iq very early times, 
there was, perhaps, no other form of behef than 
the words of Baptism;' and persons wishing to 
be baptized were asked, whether they believed in 
the Fatheb, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, as 
ONE God. You may observe, that if these three 
Persons had not been one God, it would have 
been in the names, and not in the Name, of the 
Fatheh, and the So(f, and the Holy Ghost. 
But vei'y soon, men began to dispute, and make 

* Crrtd le n word taken from the Latin word credo, wiiicli 
means, / believe. The cteeds, then, conlaln what christian 
men belisie. They are sometimEs called symbdla of faith : 
10 that ir yon read of" llie aymbuls of aiir fait!]," you must 
know that the creeds »re intended. 




cunning distinctions; anil then it was necessaiy, 
not only to explain fully the truths of christian 
doctrine, but to make the creed itself more full 
of explanation. So long as the Apostlea were 
alive upon the earth, it might not be found neces- 
sary to have precisely the same form of words in 
which to express the belief of Christians ; but 
when these inspired nilei's of the Church— men 
who spake as they were moved by the Holt 
Ghost'- — were taken away by death, the bishops 
who succeeded them would naturally look about 
for all that these holy men had written, and 
would try to remember the truths which they 
had taught. Thus it was that the Gospel truths 
were no longer trusted to report only, or, as it is 
called, oral tradition ;* men ceased to have only 
that knowledge which is described by, " We 
have heard with our ears, and our fathers have 
told UB ;"t and the writings of the Evangelists 
and Apostles were collected into one hook, which 
we call the New Testament of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesub Christ. But because it was 
impossible to expect all those who were wishful 
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of being baptized, to be able to understand what 
they read, unless there were some meii lo guide 
them,' the early biBbops drew up the creed which 
is in your Catechism, and which is ordered to be 
said or sung in the daily morning and evening 
service; and which is called the Apostles' Creed, 
not only because it contains the truths which the 
Apostles taught, but because it contains these 
truths in the very words and order in which, as 
far as we know, the several Apostles taught the 
Gospel. But before long, the eamo reasons 
which made it necessary to draw u]» the Apostles' 
Creed, made it desirable that a creed more full 
and more explanatoi-y, should be adopted. Men 
began to dispute and quibble about the exact mean- 
ing of the Apostles' Creed ; and there were men 
within the Church, and some of them Bishops, 
who, though they received and said the Apostles' 
Ci'eed, were yet not afraid to believe and teach 
untmths about the Sox of God. They were 
proud and fond of their own opinions ; and they 
were doing so much mischief, that the Bishops 
and clergy of the Church were called together 
to give their opinion about the new doctrines. 
The teachers and believers of these new doctrines 
were called Arians, from Arius, iheir chief, who 
a 3 
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was a clei^man of Alexandria, in priests' ordera. 
He put hie opinions about, in oppoeitton to 
Alexander, the Bishop of Alexandria, and they 
soon obtained favour in Egypt and the neigl 
bouring countries. For so doing, Arius was 
expelled, or driven out, or cut off from the com- 
munion of the Church. However, he went into 
Palestine, and there wrote letters about his new 
doctrines. At length, matters went so lar, that 
Constantine, the first christian emperor, called 
together the whole Church ; that is, deputies,* 
persons eent by the different branches of the 
Church Catholic throughout the world, met in 
council, to put an end to the disputes. This 
gathering of the Bishops and other clergy, 
formed the famous General Council of Nice, 
in Bithynia. It was at this council, that the 
creed we use in the " Order of the Holy Com- 
munion" was drawn up, which creed is there- 
fore called the Nicene Creed. As you grow up, 
and come to study these things, yoa will find 
that the truth in the Nicene Creed agrees with 
that already laid down in the Apostles' Creed : 
the difference between them is, that the Nicene 



Creed is more explanatory tlian the otliur— con- 
tains more particulare. For example, if I were to 
tell you that " the sun was brighter than the moon, 
and gave more heat," and then afterwards told 
you lliat " the buq was the centre of lieat and 
light to the untvei'se, and that the moon was not 
light itself, but only redected-^that is, sliined 
back — the light that came from the sun, and 
that therefore the tun gave more heat and light 
than the moon," there would not be in the latter 
statement any truth which is different fi-om or 
opposed to the truth in the former. In both, 
I tell you the Bun gives more heat than the 
moon; but in one there are no explanations, 
no particulars : and in the other there are. And 
§0 it is with the Apostles' Creed and the Nicene 
Creed, Both contain the same truths ; but the 
Nicene Creed is more full of particular.* But 
Boon, even the Nicene Creed was not sufficiently 
explanatory to prevent error being taught con- 
cerning the mysteiious doctrine of tjie Holy 

' The particular lentsnoe about which there was most 
discuwion, w« that in which Christ U aaid to he " of owb 
substance with the Father." The Atians wanted it to be 
of like substance ; but this would have been sin. An ex- 
ample of what I hsve hern saying above, as to more par- 
ticiitari being given in tlie Nicciif Crend, will be found, on 



Thekitt. There ivere, again, many dieputeB; 
and AthanaaiiiB, Patriarch, or Archbishop of 
Egypt, was a most able and coui-ageous defender 
of the truth. History tells us noble tilings of 
him ; and he is a bright example to lIidec who 
would earn the Savioub's promise to them wlio 
confess Him before men.' The Arians were 
afraid of him; for he was Icarneil, and pious, 
and bold. Having thus obtained for himself a 
good report," it is only what we might expect, 
that the Chui'ch should give his name to a creed 
which Luther called, " The Bulwark of the 
Apostles' Creed." Yes, bulwark, or stay and 
support, and defence it indeed is; and if ever 
wicked persons should try to make you deny the 
doctrines of the Holy Trinity, or the incarna- 
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ, because you 
do not uriderttand these mysteries of the faith, 
send them to the ci'eed commonly called, " The 
Creed of 8c. Athanasius." In this creed, the 
Church answers the question of those who come 

comparing Iha two creeds on (he article " ForglveneBs of 
Sins." Ill the Apoatlei' Creeil, wesBy.'Tn ihe forglyeneM 
of ams ;" in [he Nicene Creed, we as;. " In one Bnptiam 
Tor the remission of sins." Bemisiinn iind forgiveiieu 
mean the samolMngi l>ut the NJoeno Creed points out how 
firtt we sn> forgiven, namehj, in our BspCism. 
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to her and ask — " What muat I do to be saved ?"' 
She answers it as the Bible answers it — " Be- 
lieve !"' And if she is further asked, what ia to 
be believed, she answers, they must "hold the 
Catholic faith." And if she is again asked what 
the Catholic faith is, she answers, " And the 
Cutholic faith is this, That we worship one God 
in TncMTY, and Thin itz ia Unity;"" and then 
she goes on, in her own manner, to explain 
and illustrate this doctrine. You may perhaps 
hear pei'sons call this creed unkind and un- 
charitahje ; but when you come to know more 
about these things, you will see that this is a 
very silJy objection. The Bible is not un- 
charitable nor unkind, for it is the Word of God, 
who is kind, and love itself; and this creed only 
says what the Bible says, and what the Lord 
Jesus Christ has said.' If you see a boy 
walking by the edge of a high wall, or near a 
dangerous pilfall, and tell him that if he fall into 
the pit, or from the wall to the ground, he will 
be killed; this is not unkind; but if you pushed 
him off the wall— that would be cruel and hard- 
hearted. In like manner, it ia not cruel to show 
people what the Bible requires them to believe, 

' Creed of SLAtlianasius. Eph. ii. 18. 
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pointing out to tliem the Saviour's words, " He 
that believeth not, shall be damned ;" '° but it ia 
most unkind, when you know what ia truth, to 
hold your tongue, and let your fellow- creatures 
go on in error, ivhen that truth and error is a 
matter of life and death ! 

You now, luy young frieud, know something 
about the three creeds ; and you, by this time, 
understand irhy I should say that they contain 
the "articles of the christian faith," And you 
will also recollect bow it ia, that the Apostles' 
Creed, the Nicene Creed, and tlie Athanasian 
Creed all contain the same truth ; for though 
one is longer than another, it is not because 
they contain different truth, but the same truth 
explained with more or less fulness and cleai'ncps. 
Read these creeds often, and learn to prove" 
them from the Bible ; for, in the language of the 
Church of which you are a member, " The Three 
Creeds, Ninene Creed, Athanastiu's Creed, and 
that which is commonly colled the Apostles' Creed, • 
ought thoroughly to be received and believed : for 
they may be proved by most certain warrants of 
holy Scripture."* " Build up yourself in your 
most holy faith, and praying in the Holy Ghost, 
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keep yourself in the love of GoD."" You have 
next to learn, that to know the articles of the 
christian faith is not necessarily to helieve then). 
You cannot believe them without first knowing 
them; hut you may know them, and yet not 
believe theoi ; and unless you believe them, you 
are not a Christian : so read the next sermon 
with attention, and remember the one you have 
Just read. 



Sbemon VM. 



CHRISTIAN FAITH. 

PART II. 



Hebrews xi. 1. 

" faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen." 

I SHOULD not be surprised, if you thought the 
last sermon a very tiresome one, and more dif- 
ficult to understand and remember than those 
which have gone before. I hope, however, you 
are not of the number of those who are soon 
frightened by difficulties ; but that if you could 
not understand it the first time of reading, that 
you have gone over it again, and asked your 
papa or mamma, or some kind friend, to explain 
it to you ; and that by this time, you quite know 
what is meant by the Articles of the Christian 
Faith. The Thirty-nine Articles are not " The 



Articles of the Ciiristian Faitli." They are rules 
drawn up by the Bishops of the English Churc!) 
at the time of the Reform atiou, and they are 
only bioding upon English churchmen : but 
" The Articles of the Christian Faith " must be 
received by all Cliristiana, to whatever branch 
of the Church they belong. All baptized per- 
sons must hold these tiiiths : and thus it comes 
to pass that, differing as Churches do in other 
things, they all agree in those great Articles of 
the Christian Failh which are to he found in 
the three Creeds. TJius you ivill read of Ihe 
three Creeds of universal Christendom, — that is, 
of every Christian Church throughout the world. 
And since all Christian people receive these 
Articles of the Christian Faith, and since they can 
be proved by Scripture, yon may be sure thej' 
are true : and true it is, that by your baptismal 
vow you are bound to believe all the Articles of 
the Christian Faith, The meaning of this word 
" believe" is what I am now going to explain. 
When we believe, we ai'e said to have iaith ; 
and faith, the Apostle tctis us, " is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen." It is the hand, on our part, whereby we 
lay hold on the gracious blessings which God, 



in mercy on His part offers to us. It is the eye 
by which we see what by those who have no 
faith is not seen. It is " the evidence of things 
not seen," the making present, for the purposes of 
our obedience, of those things which are hidden 
from those who walk after the fleah and have 
not renounced sin. And while it thus makes evi- 
dent or plain to our hearts the things which are 
not seen, it gives reality and substance to those 
things for which the Gospel allows us to hope. 

The Bible t«lls you of heaven' and hell.' If 
yow have tnie Christian faith, you will act on 
earth as if heaven, with all its joys/ and hell, 
e actually present before 
5 that complete and entire 
1 what another fells you, 
■e tliat from that person 
important will ever come. 
Faith is a habit of tntst and contidence. If we 
have such faith as the Gospel requires, then we 
shall, without any effort, do all that Gospel com- 
mands. To do good will be natural. Faith is 
adopting as your own the experience of another. 
If you, in your journey from any one place to 
another, had several times seen, and in some 
caaes suffered danger, you would, when in future 



with all its pains,' t 
your eyes, Faith i 
trust and confidence i 
which makes you : 
nothing untrue n 



you took that journey, be very cai'eful to avoid 
this harm, of wliich you had sucli certain know- 
ledge. This would be acting from experience. 
But if, never having been this journey yourself, 
yon were told by a friend that the road waa full 
of danger, you would still travel on it very care- 
fully. This would be acting on faith. It would 
be making the experience of another your own. 
It would be making things not seen evident and 
plain. And if this friend had told you, that, at 
the end of the journey, there wag a rich crown of 
reward lo be given to all wlio made the journey 
with success, — and if, acting upon what he told 
you, you undertook the journey with persever- 
ance, — then you would be acting upon faith ; 
ibiogs hoped for would have substance and 
reality given to them. Now, apply what I have 
been saying about faith in geneml to your belief 
of the Articles of the Christian Faith. If you 
remember your Catechism, you will know that, 
from the Articles of the ChriBtian Faidi — from 
the Creeds— you iearn to believe in 

God the Father, Who hath made you and 
all mankind ; 

God the Son, Who has redeemed you and all 
the world; and in 



God the Holy Ghost, Who sanctifies you 
and all the elect people of God. 

Now, if yotir bdief in this One God m 
Three Persons be real and sincere, as the 
faith of a Christian child should be, the doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity will he to you a practical 
doctrine ; and the thought of it will be a habit 
influencing and guiding all your actions. When 
yoQ walk, the putting of one foot before another 
is the consequence ol' your belief that you have 
the power to do so ; and that by doing so, you 
will get nearer to some place towards which you 
are wishing to go. But although it is an act of 
faith, you do not, every time yon walk, pause to 
think whether you can walk — the belief that you 
can is a habit, and your walking is the almost 
immediate consequence of your wish to move- 
It is the same thing in moving your hand Ut 
your mouth to feed yourself, or your lips and 
tongue to speak : ail these things are, in some 
sort, acts of faith— all these things are habits. 
Now, the thought that God is your Maker,* 
and Preserver,* and your Father,' should be 
a habit ; not merely an opinion to which you 
say "Yes" with your mind, but a principle of 
:iction received into the heart and made into a 



habil. If the ibougLt timt Gau i^ your Mjk.ua 
is a babit with you, — if it is thorouglily believed 
by you, — then you will, in every ihing that you 
think, Bay, and do, reinember that so great and 
glorious B Being could not have condescended 
to form man out of the dust,' and to breathe into 
him the breath of life,° if Uii had not designed 
him to do things n-ortby of the Oheat Author 
of hiB being ;'" and you will, in all things, seek 
to glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 
both of which are God'b." And thus, if you 
realize tbttt God is your constant Pbe&ekteh, 
you will be very careful (or ratber I should 
say, you will have a habit which will induce 
you) to so resign yourself into His kind care 
and guardianship over you, that you will, in its 
proper sense, obey the Saviouu's command, 
" to take no thought ibr the morrow ; " and you 
will seek, first, the kingdom of God and Uis 
righteousness, knowing that all other things 
shall be added unto yon." You will never siifler 
anxiety a)>aut this world to interfere with your 
Christian duties ; neither will you ever permit 
trifling pleasures to draw you off from the 
thought of God and the glories which Hr lias 
in store for them that love Him." You will 



tee! confidence, tbat if the great God is yoa? 
Preserver, you must be well taken care of; and 
thus your faith in God will BtrengLhen you to 
overcome the world." And thus, if you fully 
believe that God is your Father, you wilt liava 
an habitually son-like obedience. You will not 
serve God to-day and forsake Him to-morro 
but you will always own that you are in Hi8 
debt for all that you have just grounds to be 
thankful for. Yon will remember that you were 
not His child by nature,'^ and that His now f 
mitting you to call Him Abba Father," is an 
act of fi'ee grace and mercy," and therefore not 
to be calculated upon or trusted to unless you 
are living worthily of your high calling in 
CirRisT Jesus,'" and doing deeds meet for 
rfjHmtance.'" This will keep you in a proper 
son-like spirit and temper — you will know that, 
as a Father, He may deprive you of the rich 
things He has in store for dutiful children, 
upon your trial, you prove to be unduliful. 

And what I have said about belief in God the 
Fatheh applies equally to belief in God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghost. If you really 
believe that Jesus Christ is your Redeemer," 
you will be very much afraid of sin — so con- 



I afraid of it, tha jt will 
liardly be in your -power to commit it. When 
you once feel that tlie price of your being 
restored from a state of sin to a state of favour 
with God, is none otJier than the most precious 
blood of the Lord God Himself," revealed to 
us as Jkbus CiiRiaT, the wonderfully- born Son 
of Mary"— when you really feel thai God had 
to die in order that you might live — then you 
will surely be afraid to sin, especially as sin is 
called crucifying the Lord of Giohy afresh, 
and putting Him to an open shame." If you 
really believe that CiiniST redeemed you and all 
mankind, then to be holy will be a habit and not 
an effort; it will be easy, and not difficult to be 
good. And so, if you believe that God the Holt 
Ghost sanctifieth you and all the elect people of 
God, you will have a horror of opposing Him 
by carelessness or thoughtlessness; and, above 
all, you will dread to shut Him out by sin," 
You will never be so happy as when, by prayer 
and reading of your Bibles, and going to Church, 
and preparing for Confirmation and the Holy 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, you are inviting 
God the blessed Spirit to make you fit for 
heaven," 



8uoli, then, my young friend, ia Faith. I 
permitted by Goi) to be the same to the soul j 
that the will and the wish ia to the body. If we ' 
have a well-ordered will and a properly-trained I 
wish, we shall conduct ourselves rightly in this * 
life ; and if we have true Faith, we shall bo use 
all God's means of gi-ace in His Holy Church 
here, that hereafter He will I'eceive us into 
gloiy, and bless us with everlasting happiness. 
A dark, thick veil shuts out the future— ehuts 
out heaven and hides hell — from our view. 
Faith helps us to see through that dark, thick 
veil — it makes things not seen plain and evi- 
dent, and it gives substance and reality to things 
hoped for. The Christian, who has faith, sees 
God and the happy in heaven, and the devil and 
the wretched in hell: and instead of acting as if 
these were a long way oif, he makes them 
present. He so thinks, so says, and so does, 
as if on his one thought, his one word, or big 
one act, depended his eternal life. When the 
eye sees danger hanging over ua, and ready to 
fall on us, we get out of the way. Faith Js our 
spiritual eye,— shows us hell, and bids us be 
holy, nf Gou is holy." When richra and plea- 
surable enjoyments are neiir us, find offeretl lo 



us wLtliin our reach, we stretch forth our hand 
to take them. Faith is our spiritual hand, and 
enables us to kuock at heaven's doov," to taste ou 
earth tlie joys of heaven,'" and to have our con- 
versation there.'" 

Faith, then, my young friend, is not a fancy — 
is not a dream — but it ie a making real, for the 
purposes of action, of tilings hoped for — it is 
that by which we are enabled to hve as though 
things unseen were present — it is that which 
makes us feel sure that God is a kind Father, 
Christ a merciful Saviour, and the Holy 
Ghost an ever-ready Guide and Comforter ; 
and which not only makes ua sure of these 
things, but also makes us happy because they 
are true. 




These wards were addressed by St. John to 
Ilia little children in the faith of Chkist;' and 
they are as true now as they were when St. John 
wrote them. St, John is called the Apostle of 
Love ; and the Gospel and Epietles called by his 
name show that it is a vei-y proper title. He 
was the favourite of Jesus Christ, and leaned 
upon His bosora ;' he was permitted to lire 
longer than any of the other Apostles, and many 
things were made known to him concerning tile 
fnture trials and future glories of (he Church, 
which were concealed from otliurs. All his 
leaching io the Gospel and Epietles he wrote is 
of a ]>riictical kind; by wliich I mean that it 



belongs to our Christian practice, that it tells us 
how our faith is to show itself. That faith only 
is true which overcomes the world through the 
love of God, which it inspires in us, by assuring 
us that we dwell in God and God in us ! And 
we then only can be said to dwell in God, or to 
love God, when we keep His commandments, 
and by the love of our brother, whom we have 
seen, prove that we love God, whom we have 
not seen.* This ia the reason that the Church 
makes obedience to the will and commands of 
God one of the things which your godfathers 
and godmothers did vow in your behalf. It is 
not enougli that you renounce the devil and all 
sin, unless you believe, that is, unless you know 
God through faith ; and you cannot tell that 
your faith is real — you cannot tell that you truly 
know God— unless you keep His command- 
ments. And therefore it is that we now come to 
consider the last part of the vow or promise by 
which your godfathers and godmothers bound 
you. 

" Thirdly," you are taught to say, " Thirdly, 
that Z should keep God's holy vrill and com- 
mandmenta, and walk in the same all the days 
of my life," 



To llio consideration of this promise I norfl 
invite you ; and lest you should be frightened at | 
what may appear to you to be bo very difficult | 
as keeping all God's commandments, and doing '[ 
all HiB holy will, all the days of youi-life, I will 
first copy for you anotbei' text out of this same 
Epistle of St. John : " For this is the love of 
God, that we keep His commandments; and 
His commandments are not gnevous.'' ' 

Here is consolation for the young : and to 
the same purpose are the following texts ; — " My 
son, give Mb thine heart;"' "Blessed are they 
that keep His testimonies, and that seek Him 
with the wliole heart ; " ° " Remember now 
tjiy Creator in the days of thy youth, when 
the evil days come not, nor tlie years draw nigh 
in which thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in 
them ; " and many others, to which a former 
Sermon" will have directed your attention. Let 
us now go on to consider the duty of obedience; 
and if, when you have learnt what the duty is, 
you go on humbly striving to practise it, you 
will not need me to tell you of the blessed hap- 
piness, and comfort, and knowledge' which will 
be your reward even in this life. Many persons 



who are Loly now, and who are doing all tiiey 
can to pleaae God, trusting to the grace of the 
Holy Spirit (of which you shall read more in 
the neit Sermon) for assistance, are still down- 
cast and unhappy with the thought of the sins of 
their youth, and the wickedness of their early 
years. Let me advise you to be warned by 
their example, and to he wise in time. Every 
virtuous habit you gain and keep is used by 
God as an additional step on which you may 
mount to be brought nearer to Him. Every 
sin wilfully committed takes you farther from 
God. But more than this; every act of faithful, 
steady obedience makes the nest duty more easy 
to perform ; while every sin is not only a loss of 
time, but makes a really fresh difficulty to be 
overcome. Every obedience ia a fresh stone in 
the building of the (emple of God within us ; 
every disobedience — (and all sin is disobe- 
dience) — every disobedience ia a pulling down 
of those parts of this spiritual temple which are 
already built. It is, therefore, of great import- 
ance that you should know the meaning of that 
portion of your baptismal vow which we are 
now considering. 
To " keep God's holy will and command- 




mentg, and lo walk in the same all the daya 
of your life," meims that you should always 
remember what these comniaDdmciits and this 
will are; and that you should constantly make 
a practice of doing them. 

When you recollect that God made you,' 
you will not wonder that He should command 
you, even if you were not any nearer relation to 
him than a "creature of His hand:"" but 
when you also call to your mind that He seat 
His only beloved Son into the world to become 
man, and suffer and die for you ; '" — when you 
remember that you are purchased with the 
precious blood of the Lord God Himself," — 
and that in Holy Baptism you were made the 
younger brother of Christ, and a Son of 
God, — you will see at once that, as God is your 
Father, you are more especially called upon 
to be mindful of what He says. And convinced 
that you ought to keep this vow thus made for 
you, the next question is — What are God's 
commandments ? Where are they and Hib 
will to be found ? 

His commandments " be the same which 
God spake in the twentieth chapter of Exodus, 
saying, I am the Lord thy God, which brought 



thee out of the land of Egypt, and out of the 
house of bondage j " • and Hia will is to be 
found in His Holy Word — the Bible, from 
which blessed book the Church teaches us our 
duty to God and our duty to our neighbour; 
■which two duties, the Lord Jesus Christ 
has taught us to believe, cotitaiii the whole of 
what GfoD requires. " Thou shalt love tlie 
LoiiD thy God with all thy heart, with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first 
and great contmandtnent i and the second is like 
unto it : Thou shalt love thy neigjibour as tliy- 
setf."" 

Now, of the ten commandments, the first four 
teach you your duty to God, and the remaining 
six teach you your duty to man. These com- 
mandments were at first written on two tables 
of stone, and those which related to God were 
called the first table ; those which related to 
man were called the second table. I will very 
shortly allude to all the several commandmeuta. 
In the first you are required to believe in the 
ONE only Lord God; Jehovah, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, in one undivided 
Trinity; and you are forbidden to have any 




other gods but only He the great CkeatoB ' 
and Phesehveh, Redeemer, Saviour, and 
Example, Sahctifieb and Comforter. 
Heatben nations break this commandment in 
both ways, and professing Christians break the 
latter part ; for, ahhough with thelf lips they 
acknowledge but one God, with their hearts, 
they too ofhen pay real worship to riches, tbe 
world, their aSecttons, and evil passions. 

The second commandment teaches us that 
God is so mindful of His being a Spirit, that 
He will not permit Himself to be worshipped 
under the form of any created thing. We may 
not make a picture, or aQ image, and call it 
God, and then bow down to it or worship it. 

The third commandment teaches us that we 
are to be very careful of paying every possible 
respect even to the Name of God. That holy 
Name is not to he introduced into our conversa- 
tion on light or ti'ifling subjects, mucli less may 
we wilfully swear. This commandment also 
teaches us, that we are to be very watchful in 
our prayers, to remember that we have invited 
God to listen to us, and that, as He listens evea 
to thoughts, they must be kept intent and fixed 
upon that in which we are occupied. When 
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you liave asted a playfellow to attend to yon, 
you are rude if you ttim away from him to 
some one else before you have finished what 
yoit began to tell liim ; and what is rude to a 
playfellow is wicked wheu it is done towarda the 
great God. By tlie same rule, this eommand- 
nient requires ue to be very eerious and attentive 
in Church, where, in a more particular and 
especial manner, God's name is set." 

The fourth commandment teaches us that a 
seventh part of our time is to be kept holy for 
God. This has been done hy those who woi-- 
shippeJ Gou in every age, from the time of 
Creation until now. Cain and Abel came to 
oHer at " the end of days," " to observe the day 
set apart because God rested from the work of 
creation. When God gave fresh laws by Moses, 
the seventh day was again fised, and the deli- 
verance of the Israelites from Egypt was added 
as a reason. When Christ had come, suffered, 
died, and risen again, the day was changed hy 
the Church from Saturday, the seventh, to 
Sunday, the first day of the week, in honour of 
our Lonxi rising from the tomb on that day ; '^ 
and because the particular way of obflerving this 
holy day in the Jewish Clinrch was altered 
13 
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under CUriEtianity, the Church has 
manded certain other holy days to be observed, 
with the same services as Sunday, that we may 
not obey less than the Jews. Sunday is a day 
for holy thoughts, for public worship, and read- 
ing of God's Word, and, wbeu you are old 
enough, for partaking of the Holy Communion. 

The flftli commandment teaches you so much, 
that I shall write you a Sermon entirely about 
it. The sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth 
commandments leach you what you are not to 
do, and as this comes under the head of re- 
nouncing sin, it has been explained in the Ser- 
mon already referred to.* 

And now it only remains that I should warn 
you against supposing that you know God, or 
love God, except you keep His coramandments 
and do His will. And this not once or twice, 
not now and then merely, but always, habitually, 
cOBBtantly, You never think of throwing your- 
self down in the way of a carriage which would 
run over you — you never think of thrusting your 
hand into a fiery furnace. And why ? Simply 
because you know that your band would be 
md yourself seriously 




hurt, if not killed, in the other. Now, you 
should have just the same habit of keeping from 
Bin, because you know it wilt hurt your soul ; 
just the same habit of keeping the cotnmand- 
ments and walking in the will of God, because 
you know it will be pleasing and acceptable to 
HtM if you do so. You do not wait to ask 
yourself, every time you see a carriage trayelhng 
towards you rapidly, whether you should got out 
of the way ; but your impulse, your first feeling, 
is to do so with all possible haste. Let it be 
the same with Bin. Whenever it comes near 
you, or you are brought near il, flee from it;" 
resist the devil."' When you are hungry, and 
wholesome food ia set before you, you do not 
wait to a^k whether it will satisfy your wants ; 
but you know it will, and therefore you eal. 
So, whenever opportunities of doing good are in 
your way, you will not stop to ask whether you 
shall fulfil them ; but if you really know God, 
you will keep Hjs commandments without eflfort. 
Here, then, ia your test by which to try youi'- 
self. You are God's child, and know Him, 
and love Him, if yon always do those things 
which He would have done, and always leave 
lliose things undone which He has forbidden 
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you to do. And remember ibis is to be your 
fii'st wigh ; you are not to do good after con- 
sideration, or merely after thinking about it ; 
but to do good ia to be natural ; and so it will 
be, if you continue in lioliness and truth while 
you are young. You will then have no difficulty 
in " walking in the same all the days of your 
life;" for the difficulty is not to go forward ia 
holiness, but when you have gone back, or (what 
is in this case the same thing) when you haye 
stopped short, in piety then is the difficulty. 
The hard thing is to be good after being wicked. 
Mind that you do not make this difficulty for 
yourself; but strive, like your blessed Saviour, 
I stature and age, also 1o 
wisdom and in favour with Gjo 
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i ciu have now been advised on several points of 
duty, both as regards your faith and your prac- 
tice ; but if you think that you can, in your own 
strength, do the tUings which you have heen told 
are necessary, you are miserably niistaken. 
You bave not of yourself the power to do a good 
deed, say a good word, or think a good thought.' 
But yet you are bound to think aright,' say 
aright,' and do aright.' How, you will ask, can 
this be '( Is God so severe that He comraandB 
ua to do, and yet leaves us without the power of 
doing? Hia holy name be praised, He is not 
BO cruel or unkind I He never requires the fill- 
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filiuent of a duty, without funiishing na witb 
helps to its performance. You will remember 
thei-e was a wicked king of Egypt, called Phi 
I'aoh.' He was tyrannically severe against the 
Israelitea, who formed part of his subjects, 
oppressed them in many different ways. One of 
the duties which these Israelites bad to fulfil 
was the making of bricks : and, in order that the 
hricks might be properly hardened, straw was 
necessary to bum them. At first the king found 
the straw for the Israelites, and expected of them 
a certain number of bi'icks each day ; and he set 
over them people whose business it was to see 
that they did their proper work or tasks, who 
from this were called taskmasters. Now, afier 
a time, Pharaoh iletermined to be stricter and 
more severe with the Israelites, so he would not 
allow them straw ; and, although they had to 
lose a great deal of time in finding stubble and 
Straw for themselves, yet he did not let them 
off any of their work. They were to bi'ing the 
tale (i. e. the quantity) of bricks as heretofore.' 
Now, here we have a king requiring something 
to be done, and withholding the moans of doing 
il. But the Lord God is not siicli a king as 
this. He hiia indeed told us, that we are to do 



much that is very difficult for flesh and blood,' 
but He graciously supplies His Holv Spirit to 
purify and Btrengtbeit that flesh and blood, and 
kindly provides helps to perform the duties Hb 
sets before us." He requires of us our tale of 
bricks, He does not let us off our appointed 
duties ; ' but He does not withhold the straw ; 
He does not keep back from its the assistance 
and strength in which, and in which alone, those 
duties can be performed.'" 

Our text explains this matter. St. Paul was 
not a boaiiler : he was not a vain man, neither 
was he one who said things which were not true ; 
and yet St. Paul could and did say, / can do all 
things. Now, these words, taken by ihemseives, 
are not true of any one saye only that One great 
and glorious Being who inhahiteth eternity ; " 
HEalone is Almighty;" He alone can say with 
truth, and without any explanation, " I can do 
all things." And yet, there must be a sense in 
which St. Paul could with truth say the same 
words ; tliere must he some explanation which 
makes these words true, when spoken by St. 
Paul ; or St. Paul, writing as he was moved by 
ihe Holy Ghost," would not have used them. 
Let uB then see what is the explanation which 



St. Paul liiraaelf gives. He says, " I can do 
things," — by himself? No,but " through Chhis^ 
which strength enetii me." Here all difficultaj 
goea away, and all is plain and eaey. If Cbrisi 
strengthens a person, then of course he 
all things which are lawful and right; and y 
may be enre that St. Paul only refers, to ; 
and lawful things, when he speaks of doing^ 
them in the strength of Christ, for ChhisJM 
would not make persons strong to do eTiltij 
When the Apostle speaks of being able to do all^ 
things, he plainly means all things which tb^\ 
Gospel of his Master requires from the diM 
ciples of the cross. It is as If he should say, m 
can conduct myself properly in all the various cirJ 
cumstances in which Z may he placed: iftroublei| 
comes upon me, I can bear it with patience an4>i| 
resignation ; if poverty, I can be content ; if 1 1 
am tempted by having riches, I can remembcTi 
that they are given me to do good with to othersM 
if I am persecuted, I can quietly submit ; if ij 
am made much of, I can yet be humble. I know-i 
how to be forgiving ; how to be gentle ; how tO» ; 
be kind; I am able to master my evil thoughts:, 
and unruly passions; I am fond of practisingj 
Gospel virtues ; I can do all the things whic^ 
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are required of me by my Baptism intn the 
Church of Christ; and yet, I cannot do them 
alone and unassisted ; I can do all things 
that Christ orders; but not unless Christ 
Btrengtheng me. Here is the secret of being 
good and happy. We can then only be good, 
— we can then only be happy, when we find the 
grace of God to be sufficient for us," and when 
His strength is made perfect in our weakness," 
I say our weakness, and sufficient for «*; 
because St- Paul is speaking, in the passage of 
which my text is a part, in the person of believers 
in every age. Many persons eeem to think they 
are not to suppose that God will give them such 
gi-ace as He gave to the first Apostles of His 
Son, and that they are therefore not called upon 
to apply such passages as the text to themselves. 
But do not you, my young Christian, fall into 
this error. Your Lohd has bid all His disciples 
be perfect even as their Father in heaven is 
perfect;" and higher example than the Great 
God Himself not even the Apostles could have. 
To imitate God as He condescended to show 
Himself to us in (he iierson of His well-he- 
loved and only-begotteo Son, is our duty, and 
the Apostles had the same ; " and one higher, or 
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one requiring more lieavenly stretigtb, it ig 
certain that they could not possibly have. We 
then must look to the same strength as that to 
which the Apostles tnisletl. If it were iieces- 
ar G D w Id gthen us even to the work- 

i m ra I I making the deaf to hear, 
h d b I k he lame to walk, and the 
k h 11 I bole; and as it ia, He does 
trth h 1 rely upon Him to do what 

h dlj I w d ful: namely, to conquer 
b d h h d 1 ye Him with all our heart, 

11 1 all mind, and all our etrengtb ; 

and to love oui neighbour as ourself. People 
would not see so much difficulty in thinking that 
the promises of grace made to the Apostles are 
made also to themselves, if they remembered, 
that the eame 8l Paul, who says in the text, 
" I can do all things tlirough Cubist, which 
sirengtiieneth me,"— says inanother place, " For 
I think that God hath set fortli ua the Apostles 
last, as it were appointed to death ; for we are 
made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, 
and to men. We are fools for CimiST'a sake, 
but ye are wise in Christ ; we are weak, but ye 
are strong ; ye are honourable, but we are de- 
spised. Even unto this present hour ne both 
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hunger, ftiid thirst, and are naked, and are buf- 
feted, and have no certain dwelling- place : and 
labour, working with our own hands : being 
reviled, we bless ; being persecuted, we suffer it : 
being defamed, we intreat : we are made as the 
filth of the earth, and are the offscouring of all 
things unto this dny." A nd again, the same Apo- 
stle writes, " We are troubled on every side, yet 
not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in de- 
spair; persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast down, 
but not destroyed."" From all this it is quite 
plain, that the help and strength of which St 
Paul speaks in the text, is not such strength that 
we ere never troubled, and that we do not know 
our own weakness ; but it is that strength, which 
we obtain from Christ, when Christ sees that 
we put no trust in ourseives, but rely wholly and 
entirely upon Him. Now, how does Christ 
strengthen men to the performance of all that 
He requires? Hear this same Apostle tell us, 
" Buried with Him in Baptism, wherein also 
ye are risen with Him through (he faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raised Him from 
the dead,"" You have been taught, that iu 
Baptism the HoLV Spirit joins infants toCflRisT, 
that then they are made members of Him who is 
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the Head of His Church; and the Apostle 
tells us, it is by " holding the Head," that " all 
the body by joints and bands having nourish-* 
ment ministered, and knit together, increaseth 
with the increase of God;"" and He says of 
Christians, " Now, therefore, ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with 
the saints, and of the household of God ; and 
are built upon the foundation of the Apostles 
and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being 
the chief comer-stone ; in Whom all the build- 
ing fitly framed together groweth unto an holy 
temple in the Lord : in Whom ye also are 
builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit." ^^ From these passages 
of Holy Scripture, we learn, that the strength 
of Christ is ministered from God by the Holy 
Spirit to such as continue in the unity of the 
Church. And those are said to be in the unity 
of the Church, who, brought into it in Holy Bap- 
tism, remain in it by a Faith which shows that 
it is genuine by the fruits it bears. We are 
nothing of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of 
God, and a most glorious sufficiency it is. The 
strength which Christ gives by the Holy 
Spirit is called grace ; and it is grace wherein 
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we stand," Of tlie steps we are to take in 
order to secure the offer of this grace, I mean to 
write in the nest Sermon ; I shall there tell you 
what you must do in order to invite God to 
bestow His grace npon you. In the remainder 
of ihiH Sermon I shall show you some of the 
ways in which your young heart and mind may 
know that you cannot do the things which Christ 
expects from you, unless you are strengthened 
by Him. " Children, obey your parents in all 
things, for this ia well-pleasing unto the Loru;"'" 
" Children, obey your parents in the Lord : 
for this is right;"" are commands of God's 
most Holy Word : and therefore are to be 
obeyed by you. And yet, you know there are 
times when this is more difficult than at others, 
but there is no time Bt which it may be 
omitted. When youi- naughty tempers tempt 
you to disobey these commands, — and you, by 
recollecting that they are God's commands, and 
that you ought not to offend so loving a Father, 
are preserved fi'om giving way to your evil 
passions, then it is Christ who has strengthened 
you — it is His grace which has preserved you. 
Whenever you are kept back from siu, it is 
Christ's arm ivhich is holding vou ; whenever 
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you are led on to lioltnGss and goodneee, it is t1 
Iiand of a merciful Savioith, which is carryin] 
you in His arras as a kind shepherd does | 
weak and lined lamb. If you s 
church, it is because Christ strengthens yoaj 
jaith, and helps you to feel that He ia lookiiq 
upon you and watching you. If you are d 
gent at home and careful in your studies, and 
good-tempered in your sports ; it should b^ 
because you remember, that you have been madi 
a part of Chkist, and that Christ has saidj 
by the Spirit of Him and the Father, " B^ 
not slothful in business ; " and, " Be ye kindtji 
affectioned one to another with brotherly love."^ 
And then yoiir performance of these duties wiB 
be because Christ strengtheneth you, Wecaa 
do nothing without God : He will do nothiii| 
without us. We must strive, and He wiB 
strengthen : we must plant and water, but Ha 
alone can give the increase." God has dou 
great things for us ; He has translated us — thai 
is, brought us out li'om the world of death and 
darkness unto the kingdom of His dear 8oM 
He has created us by His powei', and preserve^ 



I by His Providence and Grace, 
keeps us ii|i by His care, iind He will 
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that is fnrther necessary for tis ; bul let us, oil 
this account, be only the more careful. If we 
are not humble anil careful, the gift of God's 
grace wilt be given us in vain ; and although 
He willed us to be saved," we shall have chosen 
to be damned. 

Let us then be very watchful ; work as hard 
as if you felt yon had to do all by yourself; 
and yet always remember, that you can do 
nothing without Christ ; that as our body 
would die and be useless, if our head were cut 
off, so we cannot be separated from Christ, 
our Spiritual Head, and yet live. If, recollect- 
ing that you are " members of Christ," you 
remember also, that nothing which is unholy 
can have fellowship with Him ; then you walk 
in the love, and faith, and fear of His most 
blessed name; and seek lo do, in all things, His 
most holy will ; and then you, like St. Paul, will 
be able lo call out, in humble boldness, " I can do 
all things through Christ which strengtheneth 
me." Christ will dwell in your hearts by faith, 
and " ye, being rooted and grounded in love, will 
be able to comprehend with all Saints what is the 
breadth, and lenglb, and dejUb, and height : 
iind lo know the love of CHnrsT which |jasselli 
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knowledge, and be filled with the fulness of God. 
Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly aboye all that we ask or think, ac- 
cording to the power that worketh in us : unto 
Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen'' 
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on PRAYBR. 



r very gracious and con- 
descending in these wortlB. The Lord Gop 
Almighty sho\y9 Himself to un as a Father ; 
and not only as a Father, but as posseseing' 
much more tenderness and kindness than an 
earthly parent Our blessed Lord and Saviour 
tells us, that if an earthly parent is kind, Gou is 
much kinder ; that if our father on earth is indul- 
gent, and gives us some good things, our Fathbr 
in heaven is far more indulgent, and will give 
all^uod things to ihcm that ask Him. You hnvc 
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oflen liad to thank your aSectionate parents for 
good gifts, for tlieir kind care of you, arid for 
the manner in which they have supplied your 
wants, and given you what you asked for, if 
was in their power, and would be good for you. 
But 3'our Father which is in heaven, in addi- 
tion to being willing and wishful to give you what - 
you ask for, is always able to do so, if only you 
ask aright. He is not only all-kind, but He ia 
all-powerful; He is not only willing, but able. 
How foolish then areyou,if,withsuchaFATHEH, 
you lack any good thing! You were told in the 
last Scrmou, that you could do all that the Gospel 
orders and expects of you to do, if only Chrjst 
sti'englhened you : and now you are told, that your 
heavenly Father will give this strengthening of 
Christ; this Grace of Christ ; this ministry 
of might by the Holy Ghost ; this and all good 
things to them that ask Him I What easy terms 
these seem I and yet there must be something 
more difficult about the matter than we see at 
first, or men wonld not he so wicked. You are 
taught in your Catechism, that you cannot per>- 
forra your duty to God, nor your duty to your 
neighbour, nor «alk in the commandments of 
God, nor serve Him, without His special grace; 



and tliat, fur this special grace, you must learn at 
all times to call by diligent prayer. Now, I want to 
explain to you what is meant by diligent prayer: 
what eorl of prayer that is which God will hear 
and answer. Now, we must so ask as that our 
Father which is in lieaven may give us good 
gifts. The text supplies us with a comparison 
which will be very useful in this inquiry. 

When you are about to ask anything from 
your Ather or mother, you first ihiuk whether 
it IB Buch a tiling as they would be likely to give 
you. You then try to think whether you have 
been sufficiently attentive to what they have told 
}'ou, to allow you to hope that they will listen 
to your request with favour. You do not choose 
a time of disobedience to ask a gifi ; you da not, 
when you have just been corrected for a fault, 
then go and ask for a present. Ifyouareso 
naughty as to wish to do things which your 
parents have forbidden you to do, you do not 
go to them to get the means of doing these 
things. For instance, if, because you have done 
Bome mischief with one of your playthings, it is 
taken from you, and you are told that you are not 
to be allowed it or another like it again, you 
would not be so silly as to go and ask your 



parents to give you money to buy such an one^ 
even although you might he wicked enough to 
try to ulieat tbem and get one unknown to them. 
Now, what is called asking or hegging from yonp 
earthly parents, is called prayer when it is God 
of Whom you ask or beg. By and by I shall 
show you some points in which prayer to God 
differs iVom requests of man ; but first, I ehall 
show you some parts of right and successful 
prayei', which we are taught by the description 
I have just given of the cautions you take in ask- 
ing gifts from your parents. 

Prayer, then, in order that it may be acceptable 
to God, must he for such things as are pleasing 
in His sight. If we pray for things, to consume 
them upon our lusts or our pleasures, we ask 
amiss and receive not' If we ask length of 
days, and health, and strength, only that we may 
give ourselves up to the empty pleasures of the 
world ; if we pray for riches, that we may 
squander them in folly, and live gaily, and be 
idle, seeking our pleasure in things which perisfa 
in the using them," we shall offend God, and 
He will not give us those things for which we 
ask ; but if we bring our wills under the nde of 
the Gospel— if we first find out what God wiehes' 



us to do, anil tlien pray lo have B(i'eng'i!i, tiiat we 
may do it ; — if we pray for health and strength, 
that one and the other may be used in Hrs ser- 
vicK and to promote hisglory upon earth;'— if we 
ask Him to give us Faitli, and to teach us flie 
way of holiness ; — if we pray for contentmeuf, 
andaskforthaukfulness; — if we seek to he dutiful 
toour parents, and obedient toallJawful autliority; 
—if, in a word, we seek to live godly in Christ 
Jesdb,' — if, that is, we seek to be like Chrtbt,' 
and to walk to all the ordinances of the Lonn 
blameless :° — then we shall find how true it is=, 
that Our Father which is in heaven giTeth 
good things lo thera that ask Him. But, as we 
have seen, there is yet something else necessary — 
we must not only ask for things which God has 
declared in Hia Word and by His Church, to he 
good things; but we mnst ourselves be in His 
favour ; we must not, by our sins, offer any op- 
position lo Hia kindness and mercy. "God 
heareth not sinners ; but if any man he a wor- 
shipper of God, and doeth H13 will, him He 
heareth.'" You see, then, what is neuessajy; 
sin must be far away from you in thought, word, 
and deed. In one sense, all are sinnere.' All 
have come short of the glory of God;" but (he 
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sinners whom Gou will not iiear ai-e impenifeirt' 
sinners ; ifioso w!io are not sorry lljat they ehould 
be such guilty creeiurcs as to cause the death of 
the Lord Jesus Christ; those in wLoitl the 
works of the flesh are manifest," but in whom 
the fruits of the Spirit are not seen." Yoa 
must renounce sin, then, or God will not hear 
you : yoH must worship Him, or He will not 
hear you. Now, if you worship God truly, you 
will honour Him. You will never think or spe&k 
lightly of Him, or of anything belonging to 
Him. You will always be thinking, that He is 
" about your path and about your bed, and spies 
out all your ways ; "" this will make you thought- 
ful of HiB Majesly. You will praise Him and 
magnify Him, you will make much of Him, and 
you will bow down yourself bcfoi-e Him, and you 
will gratefully acknowledge His greatness, H19 
power. His wisdom, and His goodness. All these 
things you must do, and the happiness is, one 
leads to another, or you cannot hope that OoD 
will hear your prayers. But more than this, 
you must " do His Will." What doing the will 
of God means, was explained to you in the 
Eighth Sermon,^ — remember, then, that you must 
be doing what is there described, or you cannot 



Bpeak to Got) and expect Him to liear you. To 
pray to God without trying your very best to 
please Him and to do Hia will, is to mock Him ! 
To pray to Gou, and yet keep on in sin, even a 
very little sin, if it be a known and wilful sin, is 
to mock God I Take care, tben, and do not be 
fonnd in tbe awful guilt of mocking God ! 
Think who God is, and you will not dare to 
mock Him. Remember how it is easy to mock 
Him, and tlien you will never begin to say your 
pi-ayers, until you have thought over your sins, 
and repented of tliem : you will not dare to 
pray, unless you are in trutli trying to be holy. 
Thus much of what prayer is, as taught ua by 
remembering the precautions,— the careful pre- 
paration, that ie, — which we make before we ask 
a gift of an earthly parent; and there is yet an- 
other point in which the two kinds of asking are 
something alike. We ask gifts of our parents 
which we should not ask of othei' people, because 
we believe that our parents are much more likely 
to give them to us than strangers would be. We 
have faith, or truslin iheir kindness. Inlikeman- 
ner, we must have Faith in God; we must be Kuru 
that He will give, or it is no use asking : " Ask 
in failh, nothing wavering," saith the Aposlie 
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like a wave \ 



James; " for he tliat waveretli is like 
of the sea, driven with tlie wind and tossed, 
not that man think that he shall receive anything 
of the Lord."" God requires in ua belief that 
we shall receive what we ask, because He has 
given us so many and so just gi'ounds for think- 
ing that He will do so. And it is because this 
full faith and reliance are reqtiired, that holi- 
ness, and the true heart-worship of God, are so 
thoraughly necessary to pi-ayer. For unless we 
are avoiding sin, and striving to be holy, we 
cannot but be deceived by thinking that we have 
faith or trust in God. With the holy God no- 
thing unholy can be in union. Have then, 
young Christian, full faith in God. Never 
ask for what is wrong ; never pray while any 
sin remains unrepented of; and then you will 
not waver as yon pray ; you will pray in 
faith, nothing doubting." There is this differ- 
ence between trusting your earthly father's 
kindness, and having faith in your Heavenly 
Father'^ goodness : your earthly father may, 
in ignorance, give you what is really a bad gift, 
although he think it a good one : your Heavenly 
FATHiiR cannot be so deceived. Nay, Hb 
knoweth your wants before you ask Him," and. 



Btitl He requires you to ask. Depeud, then, upon 
His mercy, His Goodwess, His wiadoin— liave 
a habit of trusting Hin, and then, in so far, you 
shall pray aright. 

But there renaains one essential part of prayer, 
to which a request to your earthly parent doea 
not give so direct a clue ; to which, asking your 
father or your mother for a favour does not bo 
immediately point. You ask your earthly pa- 
rents for gifia by natural right, but of God you 
can only ask by grace or fayoui'. By nature 
you were far from Him, hut through Christ you 
have access or approach unto Him,'° Always 
remember, that yon can only approach God in 
Christ." You call Him Abba, Father, he- 
cause Christ, lheonly-begotten,fullof grace and 
truth," lias made you His younger brethren in 
lliefamily of God." You must never plead your 
own deservings, you must never urge or put for- 
ward anything of your own, but eveiy request 
must bo in the name of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesu3 Christ," God's only Son, in Whom He 
is well pleased," and for Who^e sake He looks 
with mercy upon us." " Whatsoever ye shall 
ask the Father in My Name," are His own 
words, " He shall give it you."=* 

L 3 
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Let us not think, tliea, of approaching 
(except in Ciihist; let us use Hia name; let lU 
fjut forward His fevour with the Father. Let 
us remind God that Christ has suffered, and 
died, and risen ag^in for us ; and that we ara 
members of the Body of His Son. Thia is the 
reason all our prayers end, " Through our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, our only Mediatob 
and Advocate," or some phrase like that; 
Christ is our Mediator by putting Hip perfect 
obedience in place of our fallen impei'fections. 
He suffered insteadof us, and has got God to be 
reconciled to us, Hk is our Advocate, always 
asking the Father in our behalf, and always 
being ready to present our prayers with all the 
favour that belongs to God's love for Him. Out 
prayers, when presented to God by Christ, our 
Great High Priest, are pleasing, and it is only in 
Him that He can look upon us. And now you 
will see how important it is never to pray, with- 
out using the Prayer which we call the Lord's 
Prayer. Our Lord has commanded us, when 
ye pray, say, — " Our Father," ficc. ; and what 
blessed encouragements there are to perform 
what He has ordered ! When is God so likely 
to hear us, as when we are using the very woi'd» 
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of His own Son ! Think of these things, then, 
whenever you say your prayers ; and, above all, 
remember, when you begin, Our Father, you 
are speaking to God, in the words of His dear 
and first-begotten Sox; and think how holy, 
pure, and humble you should be, how like to 
Him Who calls us His brethren and His sisters, 
before you dare to use His own words to His 
and our Father ! 
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ON THANKS 01 VINO. 



Socii is the language of king David in one of 
those many beautiful Psalms which slill I'emaia 
to the Church of God as patterns of Prayer 
and Praise. And the words of my text are so' 
very suitable to the case of Christians, that I 
have chosen them in order that I may teach you 
your duty of giving thanks always for all things 
unto God the Father, in the name of t 
Lord Jesus Chhist,' It would be impossible- 
riglitly to pray to God for future benefits, if v 
did not also praise Him for tLose we have 
already received. I hope thai it id not neces- 
suiy for me lo descriijc to j'ou what is meant by 



lliaiikfulnePB, Your young heart is, I trust, 
eaaily moved to gratitude ; and I should hope 
that you never knowingly obtain a gift without 
being thankful. You are too young to have 
ieamt the world's bad ways, and to have become 
insensible to favours, and unmindful of kind- 
ness. If your parents give you food and 
clothing, you feel to thank them ; if you have 
fallen down, and a friend lifts you up again, you 
are grateful; or, if any other kindness is shown 
to you, I hope you know that the least you can 
do is to be thankful. But if this is your duty 
with respect to those who give you earthly 
benefits, in how much greater a degree should 
you have these feelings towards God, from 
Whom comes every blessing and every comfort. 
With nothing less than your whole heart must 
you offer to thank God. You must not offer 
HrM any half-thanks. The Psalmist could say, 
" I will give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, with 
my whole heart ; I will speak of all Thv mar- 
vellous works ;" and surely a Christian child 
must not offer lens thanka than a Jewish king. 
It is very likely that this Psalm was writlen in 
gratitude to God for having given David victory 
over some of the enemies who attacked him 
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soon after he was made kin; 
altlioiigh you are rot a king, and have nut t) 
go out in battle, and althongli, therefoi'e, GUy 
has not given you victory over the armieB of ad 
enemy in earthly war, yet, by permitting you U 
be united to His only-begotten 80s, He b«j 
given you the victory which overcometh thg 
world'^even that faith or tnist in His name, bj 
wliich you are more than conquerors over yo^ 
evil passions, over ain, the world, and the devjL 
You, then, can speak of GoD'e marvelloue, <9 
wondrous, or wonderful acts, even in the saiq| 
sense as David, — that of being a conqueror 
But before I sliow you how much you have td 
be thankful for, of which David only knew ^f 
promise, but which you have actually receive^ 
let me first bring before you some of those gOQ^ 
gifts of God which He has always given to tbH 
children of men, and which David enjoyed ifl 
as much fulness as ourselves. And when I havv 
reminded you of some of the many blessing^-' 
which God so freely bestows upon you, they 
you wilt be ready to call out with the PsalmiM| 
" I will give thanks unto Thee, Lord, wit% 
my whole heart; I will speak of all Tuv mar- 
vellous works." 
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God made you, and God preserves you. God 
it is Who oi'dere the diflerent Beasons, and AVho 
makes His sun to shine upon the evil and the 
good alike.' It is His mercy which keeps all the 
bright stars in their places ; and of Him it 
Cometh that the earth yields her fruit, and gives 
Ti9 those articles of food upon ivhich we live. 
H God were, for one moment, to take away His 
tare from this world, all would he waste and 
ruin. It is His care, and His care alone, 
which keeps all things in their places. Is it, 
then, possible for us to be sufficiently thankful ? 
From Him we have our health; to Him we owe 
every comfort that we poBsess ; and even when 
we are deprived of comforts, the knowledge that 
He watches us with a father's care, takes away 
the sting fram misforlune, and we are happy, 
even in our trials. But if there is one thing in 
which, more than another, God's care for our 
bodies and our comforts is seen, it is in the 
feelings of affection which He has bestowed 
upon parents towards their children. We see 
the same sort of feeling among the brute ani- 
mals ; and we are taught to adraire God's 
wisdom in thus providing that helpless animals 
shall be hrouglit up in safely. This feeling in 



mitmals we call instinct ; but it is to be 
are not sufficiently tbaokful to Gou for having 
made men and women to be thus aiixious about 
their offspring. Young as you may perhaps be, 
you cannot remember all the helplcBsnesB of 
your infancy; you cannot recollect how every 
movement of yuurs had to be watched ; how 
every cry was noted which you uttered ; aod 
how every tear you shed was observed : you 
cannot remember the care with which you were 
watched, or how much anxiety you caused when, 
as yet, you were unable to do anything for 
yourself. But though you cannot remember 
this, perhaps you have an infant brother op 
sister, or, at any rate, you have seen Htlle iafaots, 
and you know how very unable they are to help 
themselves; you have seen how everyllung ta 
obliged to be done for them : unless they am 
closely and carefully watched, they are sure to 
come to harm ; and, if left alone, they could not 
do other than die. As long as they are Buch 
helpless infants, they are little but trouble audi 
anxiety; and, to strangers, they are, for the most, 
part, disagreeable. Now, suppose that God hod 
not put it into the hearts of mothers and fathers 
to be very fond of their children, and very kinil 
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to tliem, liow woiilil it be possible for tliem lo 
be brought up 1 You have not yet lived long 
enough to deserve anything from your father or 
your mother, and yet, as you know, they have 
been most kind to you ; they have fed you and 
clothed you, they have taken care of you, and 
are teaching you your duty. For all this you 
ought to thank God with your whole heart, for 
it is He Who has put it into their hearts thus to 
care for you; it is He Who has given them 
those feelings of tenderness and affection which 
cause them to attend so much to you ; and if 
He had not given to them these feelings, you 
would not he now in health and strength ; you 
must have perished long ago for want of care. 

There are many more instances of God's love 
for you, which would take up too much time to 
Bet down here ; but if, when you have finished 
reading this Sermon, you will sit down and 
quietly think over all the different things which 
come from Gon, and remember, at the same 
time, that you deserve nothing of all that He 
gives, you will be quite ready to say with king 
David, " I will give thanks unto Thee, Lord, 
uith my whole heart; I will speak of all Thv 
marvellous works." You will easily recollect 
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many circumstBuces in even yonr short life, in 
v'litcU Gob lias interfered for your good ; and, 
as you recollect them, you will be thankful. 
You will, with the help of your companions and 
your parents, be able to think of many benefits 
which DaTid, as well ae yourself, received from 
God, and for which you should thank Him with 
your whole heart. But I must not tiy to tell of 
all these, I must go on to show you how you are 
obliged to be thankftd for a gi-eat and gloriow 
blessing, of which David only knew by pro- 
phecy that it was liereailer to come, but of 
which we know that it is already come, because 
we are in the happy enjoyment of the pnTilegei 
wiiich follow in its train. 

We give God thanks, in the General Thanks- 
giving, for all " His loving- kindness to us, and 
to all men." We bless Him for " our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but, above all, for His inestimable love in tbs 
redemption of the world by our Lord JesdS 
Christ; for the means of grace, and the hop* 
of glory." Yes, my dear young frienda, the<<. 
are the great, the choice blessings for which yn 
have to thank our Heavenly Father, It is 
assuredly much, very much, that He has niadd 



us, and tliat He preBerves as by His power; 
it is miiC'I), very miicli, that in Him ve live, 
move, and have onr being : ' it is much, very 
much, that we owe to Him bo many of the 
bounties of which I have endeavoured to remind 
you : — but oh '. it ia inestimable what wc owe 
Him on account of His mercies of Redemption 
and Grace. Ine»timable ! the word is a difficult 
one for you to understand, hut when I have ex- 
plained to you its meaning, you will see Jiow 
wisely the good Bishop,* who is supposed lo 
bave drawn up this thanksgiving, acted in 
saying of the love of God in the mystery of 
our Redemption, that it is inestimable. This word 
means, "cannot be valued." Whenwesay athing 
is inestimable, we mean tbat its worth, or price, 
or value, is far beyond anything which we can 
fix or judge of. And is not the love of God in 
Chiu9T something far beyond our knowledge in 
woilh and value? How can we possibly tell 
the costhness of the humiliatioi] of the Son of 
God 1 How can we tell tlie value of that act 
by which He, Who Lad been with the Father 
from everlasting,' humbled Himself, and was 
found in fashion like a man?' How can we 

■ Bi-hop SaiidetsoH, 
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tell the price of sucli a Baorifice aa that which 
took place, wlien the Lord God ao far departed 
from His proper nature as to take the human 
into the Divine? Great must have been the 
love of the Lord God for as, wlien He could 
consent to take a perishing nature into His own 
Divine Godhead. And how can we be suffi- 
ciently gratefiil for such love — such condescension 
—such bending to our wants, and coming dowu 
to our necessities ? When you know all about 
the mercy of Redemption, then you may say 
thai you will speak of God's marvellous worksi 
Most wonderful are thej', truly ; who shall tell 
how great they be ? You have to be thankful 
for the redemption of the world ; you have to 
be thankful " for the means of grace, and for the 
hope of glory," It is impossible to describe for 
how much you have to be grateful: but of this you 
may be sure, that you must, at leastj do as much 
as was done by a Jew. If David, before Chhist 
came, could saji with truth, " I will give thanks 
unto Ther, O Lord, with my whole heart ; I 
will tell of all Tuy marvellous acts ;" then it ii 
most certain that we, who are Christians, cannot 
fall short in this duty without deserving great 
blame. Be sure, then, that you are of a thankful 



disposition. To Uod you owe ail that you have 
and all that you are ; from Him you received 
everything;; to Him you should render all 
thanks. And always remember, that thanks, 
like prayer, are to be in the name of the Lord 
Jesus C Hit 1ST. You must never be a moment 
of your life without feeling full of thankfiilnesB 
to Gou. He is merciful and kind in all things ; 
and the more you think of His mercy, the more 
must you acknowledge that you are obliged to 
be gi'ateful to Him, Your first thought in the 
morning, your last thought at night, your prin- 
cipal thoiiglit during the day, should be, " From 
God I receive all that I possess ; to God I owe 
it that I have health ; to Him I owe it that I 
have grace; to Him I owe it that I can look for 
strength in the hour of sickness; and of His 
mercy Cometh eveiy benefit, spiritual or tem- 
poral ;" the health of your bodies and of your 
souls both come from Him ; but beyond this, in 
Him yoit have the hope of glory. Be then 
abimdantly thankful ; never pray without giving 
thanks ; never take food without giving thanks ; 
never be a moment of your lives without feeling 
thankfulness towards God. Let gratitude be the 
habit of your life. In all you think, say, or do, 
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be thankful ; and keep ever before your he 
the prophet's promise, ^' I will give thanks i 
Thee, O Lord, with my whole hearty I 
tell of all Thy marvellous works." 



^betmon XM. 



THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT. 



1 NOW come lo fullil tlie jtromisc made in the 
Eighth Sermon— tliat I would consider and ex- 
plain the i)i\h commandment in a separate Ser- 
raon. This command comcH from God, and is 
addressed to man. In the first instance it was 
delivered to the Jews, by Moses, the lawgiver of 
Israel. If you look lo the nineteenth chapter of 
this same book of Exodus, jon will see the great 
preparation which God made for the delivery of 
the Ten Commandments. He said nnlo Moses, 
" Go nnto ihe people, and sanctify ihein [or m.ike 
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ihem holy] lo-day and lo-morrow, and let them 
wash their clothes. And be ready against the^ 
third day, for the third day the Lord will come' 
down in the sight of all the people upon Mount 
Sinai.'" Well, Mosea did these things, and 
some others which God had ordered. And "it 
came to pass on the third day, in the morning', ' 
that there were thunders and lightnings, and a 
thick cloud upon the Mount, and the voice of the 
trumpet exceeding loud, so that all the people 
that was in the camp trembled. And Mosea 
brought forth the people out of the camp to meet 
with God, and they stood at the nether [or lower] 
part of the Mount. And Mount 8inai was alto- 
gether on a smoke, because the Lord descended 
upon it in fire, and the amoke thereof ascended 
as the smoke of a fuinace, and the whole Mount 
quaked greatly. And when the voice of the 
trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and 
louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by 
a voice. And the Lord came down upon Mount 
Sinai on the top of the Mount, and the Lord 
called Moses up to the top of the Mount, and 
Moses went up."' And then it was, after all 
this preparation, that God delivered to MoseS 
the Ten Commandments. 
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1 remember this question once being put to a 
young person who had been bom deaf and dumb, 
and who therefore was deprived of a great many 
advantages which are possessed by those who can 
licar and talk : he was asked — " Why do you 
suppose that God delivered the commatidmenta 
from Mount Sinai with such loud thunderings 
and lightnings ? " He answered, " As I am deaf, 
I do not know what effect thunder has upon those 
who hear; but If I undersland the meaning I 
have been taught, I suppose the noise is very 
dreadful, and that the thunderings and light- 
nings were intended to show the people that 
God is very powerful, and strong enough to 
punish severely all those who do not obey Hib 
laws." 

It is not easy to give a more likely reason 
than this ; and I would heg of you to consider 
it. I shall presently show you that the Lord 
God invites Christian children rather by the 
mercies of His love than the terrors of His 
justice: hut it is well that you should always 
remember that the commands of God, if dis- 
obeyed, will cause the ALMiOHxy One to speak 
with a " terrible voice of most just judgment," 
when it shall be said, " Go, ye cursed, into the 
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fire evevlasting, which is prepared for the derS 
aQtl his aiigeb." * It is a good thing to be afi'^f 
to disobey, and it ie better stilt so to love Goi^ 
aa to prefer obedience to sinning. j 

Keeping, then, in your mind that these Coio^' 
mandments were first addressed to the JewsU 
you will better understand the promise which is 
attached to obeying this fiflh commandmenb i 
Tills commandment is called the " first com*' 
mandment with promise"' by St. Paul, becanw 
there is not only an order, but an encouragement 
— " Honour thy father and mother, that thM 
tlayg may be long in. the land which the Lord tl^. 
Godgiveth thee." And here, by the way, lioir; 
very severe will be our punishment if wc diaobqt,! 
when there are such motives to obey. As ad^. 
di'esaed to the Jews, this promise, like others iif| 
the Old Testament, relates in the first and direct 
£ense to benefits of an eaithly character, which at4 
to be met with in this life ; and in this they differ; 
fj'om those made in the Gospel. In the Gosptii 
our hopes are set more directly upon heavenly^ 
things, and the reasons and motives which an 
given us are of a more noble and spiritual chaa 
racter. When the Lord God appeared upofti 
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Mount Sinai, to give laws to Hie chosen peo]ile 
Israel, they were wanderers iii tlie wilderness, 
on their way to the promised land of Canaan ; 
nnd, in mercy to their imperfections, God sought 
to persuade them to obedience by telling them of 
all the good things which were prepared for 
them in tlie land of promiae*to which they were 
making: tlieir journey — a land flowing with milk 
and hooey.' And thus it is with the fifth com- 
mandment. -They are told to honour their father 
and their mother ; and, aa a reason why they 
should obey the commandment, they are told tbat, 
by doing BO, their days should " be long upon the 
land which the Lord their God would give 
them." This land was Canaan, or the Holy 
Land, as you will often bear it called — a land 
where there was to be i-est ;° and in this it 
was a type, or represeniation by figure, of that 
" heavenly Canaan,"' that " better country,"' 
which is promised to ua, if we love God and 
keep His commandments." And thus, although 
we have not, like the Jews, the enjoyment of an 
earthly country of rest and happiness offei'cd to 
us, if we obey our parents : yet we have somc- 
thiug much better, for in so far as we observe 
the fifth commandment, in bo far ai'e we fulfilling 
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llie conditions^io so far are we doing what ft 
required of ub, preparatory to our living long il 
Heaven with the holy angels and the all-liolf 
God ! In his Epistle to the Colossians, 6t. Pagl 
writes, "Children, ohey your parents in aD 
things ; for this is well-pleasing unto the Lord. 
This is an instance of what I have just said, of 
God speaking lo our love more than our fean 
in the Gospel, and to our affection for Himself 
Wither than our regai-cl for what is of this world, 
and will " perish in the using." " What greata 
encour^ement could you wish for than to ph 
God — to please that great and glorious BeinS 
who has done so much to win your heart- 
make you His, and unite you to Himself, hj 
making you a " niemher of Chhist, 
His onlj-begotten Son. Surely you must wish 
to ]>leaBe God : there are many ways of doing 
it, and this is one—" obey your parents." And 
can you, aAer knowing this, ever do other thaft. 
ohey theiii ? They have done much — very mucb 
—to claim ycfur obedience, by all the kindneai 
they have shown you, and all the care they havit 
taken of you ;— by the ansiely with which, whi)6 
asyet you "hanged upon your mother's breasts,"'^ 
they watched your every look, and were almo^ 



before-hand with your every wanl ; — by their 
atfection for you ; — by the instruction they have 
given you, and, as I hope, by the example tbey 
have Bet yoii ; — by these many ways, they have 
made it that you owe it to tbem at least to obey 
them. But there is a reason over aod above, 
and besides all these, wliy you should obey tbfem ; 
and that is, because to do so is pleasing to the 
LoHD. Yes, even if your parents were cruel, 
instead of kind, and if, foi^etting bow they loved 
and watched you when you were quite infants, 
they now seem to care less for you, yet stilt you 
are to obey them, and this because it is pleasing 
to the Lord. Think how gracious and con- 
descending it is of God to put it in our power to 
please Him ! Think how very much He is 
above us, and greater than us in everything; 
and yet He is so mercifully disposed towards us 
as to allow us to do things which are pleasing to 
Him ! How ungrateful, tlien, shall we be, if we 
do not make use of His kind permission 1 How 
insensible to His favours — how unmindful of 
His benefits do you show yourself — if you omit 
to please Him, especially when to pleaee Him 
you have only to perform a duty which ought, in 
itself, to bo a pleasure,— which ought lo reoom- 



meiid ilself lo jour affections, and to be 
natural as taking your meals, or seeking sleep 
and rest upon youi' bed. It ought to be as natu- 
ral and as easy to you to oiiey your pareots, as 
it is to sleep when you are tired, and eat when 
you are hungry. And remember, this obedience 
is not to be now and then, but always ; not in a 
few particulars only, but in all tbings — all things 
lawful, that is— for the same Aposllo who writts 
lo the Colossian Church " in all things," writes 
to the children of the Ephesian Church, that 
they are to obey their parents " in the Lobd,"" 
Now, you cannot obey your parents in the LoBU 
unless you understand "all things" to mean all 
lan-Jul things— that is, all things not forbidden 
by God's law. And you must be very careful 
how you think that a thing which your parents 
have ordered you to do is not lawful ; for even 
if it be your great misfortune to have wicked 
parents, you are not, merely because they are 
wicked, to disobey them. It seldom happens 
that wicked parents are bo very wicked as not to 
give their children good advice ; they, for the 
moat part, give them good rules, if they do not 
set before tlicm good examples. It is only Tvhen 
the parents' commands and God's command are 
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Qclually opposed, that you may eay to your 
parent — father or mother — I cannot do what you 
aak me, because God has told me I must not. 
For example: — If your father or your mother 
bid you bate one of your companions, yoa should 
respectfully say, God had forbidden you to com- 
mit murder, and tliat hatred, if indulged in, leads 
to murder. Or if your parent told yon to take 
what was not your own, you might say — Gou 
Las said, "Thou shalt not steal." But this must 
not lead you to make fanciful objections to what 
your parents order you to do; you. must not 
suppose that you are in the right because you 
can quote a text which seems to be on your side. 
Your first duty is to obey; aud if, through ful- 
filling that, you fall ud intention ally, and without 
meaning it, into sin, God will find a way of 
leading you to repentance, for He will deal 
kindly with those who obey His laws. Whatever 
else you do — whatever else you leave undone — 
at least, first of all, " Obey your parents in 
the Loud, for this is right. Obey your pa- 
rents in all things, for this is well-pleasing unto 
the Lord." But the fifth commandment binds 
you to more even than obedience to your parents. 
It reqnires you to honour them; and this means 



that yoii " love and succour" • tlicm. Now lotS 
wiil anticipate, or be before-Iiatid with obedience) 
it will make you do wliat your parents like with^ 
out waiting to be told by thetn that you must do 
it : and succour means help ; and when the 
Church tells you you are to succour your pai 
rents, ehe means by that to instruct you in the 
debt of gratitude which you owe to them, thri 
so, when you are able lo assist them, they sh^' 
find you to be props in their old ag'e, to keep 
them from falling. But our beautiful Churcli 
Catechism carries the meaning of this fifth com- 
mandment further, and shows us that by it w6 
are bound not only to We, honoui', and euccou 
our fathers and mothers, but to " honour and 
obey the Queen, and all that are put in authortif 
under her; to submit ourselves to all ourgovef- 
nors, teachers, spiritual pastors, and masters ; to 
order ourselves lowly aod reverently to all oiff 
belters." 

The Queen is the mother of the State, and yoft 
are a member of the .State ; and therefore she it^. 
if I may so speak, your national mother. Shft^ 
is set over you by God, to govern you as % 
member of the nation," as a subject of her king^ 

• Duty to my neighbour.— Church CHtechism. 
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dom, just OS your parents are set over you to 
govern you as a member of your own family, as 
a subject of domestic or home authority. And 
in the same manner you are to obey judges and 
magistrates, and other properly- appointed offi- 
cers, because tiiey have authority from the 
Queen, who has authority from God for the 
nation, in the same way that parents have autho- 
rity from God for tiieir families. Then your 
governore and teachera claim your obedience 
under this commandment, because they are, in 
their station, as parents to you, with power to 
direct and order you. Of your spiritual pastors 
you will learn something more in the next Ser- 
mon, when I shall explain your particular duties 
as a member of the Church of England. You 
are called upon to obey your masters for tJic 
same reason that you obey your parents and the 
Queen- — namely, because they are set oyer you 
by God. Nothing happens without His order- 
ing ; and the reason persons who are Jiigher in 
station than yourself are called your betters, and 
you are required (o order yourself lowly and 
reverently to thein, is because their being higher 
in rank than you is not mere chance, but is or- 
dered by the Providence of God, Hence, he 



who is reliellioiis and unmindful of the ties of 
law, is in bo far a. rebel Bgainst God — is in bo far 
oppoaecl to the Lord of heaven and earth. Let, 
thei], a spirit of obedience mark all that you say, 
think, or do. Be humble and full of reverence, 
first to God, nnd, for God's sake, to your pa- 
rents, your sovereign, the magistrates, and those 
in authority, your governors and teachers, your 
clergy and masters ; and, for the same reason, 
be respectful to all who are above you in worldly 
rank and station. Do this, fulfil this first com- 
mandment with promise, and then the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was obedient in all things — 
whose very last thought was for His sorrowing 
mother — the Lord Jesus, who made His be- 
loved disciple the guardian of His mother — He 
shall make you strong, to be more and more 
holy; and, supplying from Hia own righteous- 
ness whatsoever is wanting in yours (and all 
merit, all deserving, all right to favour will be 
wanting), He will sanctify your obedience, and 
present you to His Father as one whom Hb 
has washed in His own most precious blood, and 
so made fit for the partaking and enjoyment of 
the pleasures of heaven. What could be more 
dreadful than to be punished with licll for not 
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doing ^liat should be so easy and pleasant a 
thing as obeying our parents ? Do not you be 
lost by this wickedness ; but '' honour thy father 
and mother," and then this one act of dutiful obe- 
dience shall be used to help you to do more ; and, 
in the end, you shall be happy in heaven for ever 
and ever. 



sermon XMI. 



ON THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND, 



You liave been taught* tliat there is but One 
Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church ; and yet 
here St. John speaks of secen Churehea. How is 
this 1 Is there some contradiction ? How can 
one be seven, and seven be one ? This it is my 
object to explain in this Serraon. In what you 
have already leamt about the Church, your mind 
has been fixed upon "the Holy Church through- 
out the world;"-|- and thia Holy Church is One; 
and we are not members of the Body of Christ 
unless we are united to this Holy Church. Yet 
' Sermon IV. -f Te Deum. 
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we are eaiJ also to belong to ihe Church of 
Kngland, which leads us to the inquiry, How 
there can be many Churches, and yet only one 7 
Let us Bee how this is possible. You know that 
in a basin of water there are many drops, when 
they are taken up separately ; and yet that, when 
looked at allogethei', they appear one and the 
same : you know tbat a large body of water 
may be made to run in several branches or 
channels, and yet tiiese all be united again after 
a certain distance, just aa they are when first 
they started. A river may run in different lines, 
and yet be the same river all the while. The 
Holy Catholic Church is like such a river. It 
was all in one place, even Jerusalem, when it 
was first founded by Christ and His Apostles; 
but on the day of Pentecost, after Peter's ser- 
mon, three thousand peraons were converted and 
added to the Church, by Baptism, that so they 
might be saved,' and then the Church would 
soon branch off in different lines, each line flow- 
ing out of the original one, hut all preserving 
their connexion witli the Apostles, to whom our 
Lord Jesus Christ left ihe arrangement and 
government of His Church.' Among this three 
thousand were " Parthians, and Medes, and 



Elatnites, and tlie dwellers in Mesopotamia, aud 
in Judea and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 
Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the 
parts of Libya about Cyreiie, and etranger^ of 
Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretee and Arabi- 
ans;"' when tbese were converted, therefore, 
thpy would Btreiiglhen their brethren,* and would 
prepavo their fellow-countrymen for the planting 
of (he Church amongst them when the Apostle* 
began to " preach the Gospel to every creature.''' 
And we soon iind eteps taken to plant separate 
Churches for separate placeB, which are there- 
fore called Particular Churcliee, and yet are all 
united together in one Catholic, or Universal 
Church, just as men are formed into difibr^tit 
nations and families, and are yet all one family 
of man, springing from Adam, our first parent. 
Thus, all the races of men differ very much one 
from another ; but they agree in this, — that they 
have bodies of flesh and blood, and spirits, of the 
existence of which we learn from the motion of 
these bodies of flesh and blood. Their tempers 
are different, their features arc diflerent, and 
even the colour of thoir skin is not the same 
everywhere ; and yet they are all men. And thus 
it is, [hat it happens tiiat there nre many particu- 
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r Churches, and yet lliat they all join to forin 
one body — one Holy Church throughout the 
world, although consisting of many separate en- 
tire parts ; just as a hundred (ir a thousand link^, 
eacli perfect in itself, form only one chain. 

St. Paul tells us, that as there is but one Holy 
Spirit, bo there is but "one Body'" in and 
through which that Holy Spirit acts ; and yet 
St. Paul wrote Epistles to the Church at Rome, 
and at Ephesus, and Galatia, and Philippi ; at 
Colosse, Laodicea,anilThessalonica; and to Titus, 
the meti'opohtan,orchief bishop of the Churcb in 
Crete ; and we find our Lord Himself, — who, 
in the most bitter eaiTiestness, prayed the Father 
that He and H(s might be one, even as He and 
the Fatheb were one, — wo find our Lord ad- 
dressing, in this Book of the Revelation of St. 
John the Divine, seven distinct Churches, It is, 
therefore, quite clear that there is a way in which 
there is only one Church — Holy, Catholic, and 
Apostoiic,^andthat,yet within this Church, there 
may he particular Churches, belonging to differ- 
ent places, each to a certain extent perfect within 
itaeif, and yet each forming only a part of the 
whole Church. And thus, my young friends, it 
need not perpIcK oi' trouble you, to hear of the 
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Churches of England, or Rome, or in Scotland, or 
America, wliile you are siso [auglit that there is 
only one Church. There may he one Church, 
and yet many hranehes of it existing in different 
countries :— the Church of England, of whicb 
you are a memher, is such an one. 

The Church, in any place, is that hody of men 
who, having beeirrighlly haptizeU, are joined toge- 
tiierunder a ministry derived from tbeGreat Head 
of the Church, our Lohd Jesus Ch hist, through 
the Apostles and their successors. In this body, so 
constituted, it is necessary that the pure word of 
God be preached, and the Sacraments duly mi- 
nislercd according to Christ's ordinatice. Now 
Low does the Church of England answer this 
description ? First of all, none belong to her 
until they have been baptized. She advises that 
all children should be baptised on the first or 
second Sunday next af\er the birth ;* and it is not 
until a child is baptized that she says, " We re- 
ceive thia child into the congregation of CHaiar's 
flock, "t And thus, the Church of England does 
not look upon any as belonging to her until they 
are baptized; and thus she is a congregation of 

• Rubric before OEGce for Privole BBplisni, 
■f Office tot Public fiapliEm of Infnnrx. 
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J " faithful- men," j. e. men wlio have professed 
the true faith in Christian Baptiem. Moreover, 
the Holy Scriptures — God's blessed Word— are 
constantly read in our churches, and that, too, in 
our mother tongue, and Christ's Sacraments 
are properly given to the people. The Sacra- 
ments which Christ ordained, as generally ne- 
cessary to salvation, are two, viz.. Baptism and 
the Lord's Supper ; and these are given in the 
Church of England in all their fulness, hy minis- 
ters who have autliority from Christ Himself. 
The clergy of the Church of England can show 
their connexion with the Apostles, for we can 
find out that our bishops were sent by those who 
were sent hy others, and these by others, until 
we get to Clement, and Linus, and Cletus, who 
were sent by St, Peter and St. Pad, And so 
you see that we who live in England, if we would 
be true members of the Catholic Church, must 
be dutiful children of the Church of England, 
which is our branch of the one Church of Christ. 
And to be a dutiful child of the Church of Eng- 
land, we must obediently attend to all the orders 
and directions which we find in her Prayer Book. 
It is, then, because you are members of the 
Church of England that you are obliged to obey 



those " spiritual pastors"* who are in the Church 
of England set over you, that is, the Bishops and 
the clergy — the Bishops, priests, and deacons. 
These are the guides and teachers whom God 
has set over you to govern you, and the command 
to honour your father and mother is not fully 
and carefully observed, unless you also obey 
your clergyman, and attend to alt the instruelioQ 
which he gives yon from the Bible and the Prayer 
Book. None are your spirilual pastors unless 
they have been put over you by your Bishop. 
Rememhei' this, and then you will not always be 
uncertain to whom you are (o look up and pay 
reverence. But not only are you bound to bo 
atlentive to what your clergyman says ; but, if 
you are a faithful child of the Church of Eng- 
land, you will also like to do what the Prayer 
Book orders you. Rememlier, the Church of 
England ia your spiritualMother: in her arms yon 
were bom inCnRiST to God, and you should affec- 
tionately regard and obey her laws, and follow hep 
wise counsels ; and these you will find iii you* 
Prayer Book. Be then very attentive to your 
Prayer Book. At some parts of public worship 
in church, you are told to kiieel, at others to 

" Duly lo my neiehbour — Church Calerhism, 



stand, and at others you are to sit The direc- 
tions about this come before the different 

prayers.* 

I hope, too, you read the Bible every day. 
Let me advise you always to read a part of the 
chapters which you will find set down in the 
Calendar at the beginning of the Prayer Book 
for every day in the year. 

In conclusion, then, love lo obey the Church 
of England, and rejoice lo love her as your Mo- 
ther in Chkist, and for the means of grace she 
affords you in her puhlic worship, her ordinances, 
her Bible, her liturgy, and her catechism ; and 
take care to show that you really love her, by 
observing all that she expects you to do : attend 
to your clergyman's advice when he instructs you 
out of youi- Bible and your Prayer Book ; and, 
above all, cling to your Church Catechism, — 
meditate upon it, and strive to enter into its 
meaning ; — it ia full of the most precious instruc- 
tions, bolh to children and grown people, and, 
when rightly used, will help them much in learn- 
ing the way to heaven. 

• They are cslled Bu'irfw, from » Latin word which mema 
red I because, in Prayer Boaki which are properly printed 
Ibey are printed not in bitck, but in red ink. 
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I HAVE now come to write the last Sermon in 
this little volume; and you will understand b^ 
tUis time wby I call tiie volume " First Doctrines 
and Early Practice," You have been taught 
nothing but those truths which Sl Paul calls 
"first principles ;■■ ' and the duties which you 
have been taught ai'C such as it is necessary for 
the youngest childi'en to begin to practise so soon 
as they are able to tell their thoughts. You have 
yet much to learn; but I would wish to take 
my leave of you at present by fising in your 
minds that, as it is wrong to be idle in any 
matters, so is it especially wrong to be idle in 
things belonging to the soul. Spiritual idle- 



ne$ii is, of all idienegs, the most hurtful, and it is 
a Boleiun mockery of God. Can you think of 
anything which is more dangerous and hurtful 
than mocking God f And yet, not to be busy in 
eur religious duties is to mock God. To pray to 
Goi> to do some particular act, without ourselves 
seeking to do everything in our power to bring 
it to pass, is to mock Him. If you ask a friend 
to help you to walk, and then lie down and omit 
to try to walk, you are surely mocking that 
friend. And so, if you pray to God that He 
would bring certain things to pass, in doing 
which you yourselves are concerned, and yet do 
none of your own part, then you mock tioD. 
And this is what I mean when I say, that spi- 
ritual idleness is mockery of God, You every 
night and morning, and oftener, pray to God 
that Ha would cause His kingdom to come, and 
I am now going to show you how, by tliis very 
prayer, you pledge yourselves to he diligent in 
holiness. 

When you ask God to cause Hia kingdom to 
eorae, you invite Him to bring about events, part 
of which He has made to depend upon man, and 
therefore, in some degree, upon yourself. By the 
coming of the kingdom of God, we mean the 
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arrival of tbat time when the " number of His" 
elect" is accomphshed— that is, the time when 
tho mansions which are prepared in Leaven {at 
the righteous are filled, and God's gracious in* 
tenlions towards man are carried out. Now Gon ■ 
has Bct before man life and death;" — not only 
before the leraelilcs, hut before all men ; and 
although He mercifully ivilh all to be saved,' 
yet He will compel none : He offers us mercy,* 
but He has left us free to reject it. Such is our 
awful condition. Heaven is before us, and yd 
it is possible for us to earn hell ! Adam was ia 
Pai-adise, and yet the devil tempted him to sin; 
and death was his punishment. And althougit 
Christ has lived, Buffered, and died, ajid so 
taken from death its sting, yet it is only to thow'l 
who, being made Hia members in Holy Baptismal 
are continuing in Him by a living faith and stn- ' 
cere obedience, that His promises are welcom& 
If we are in Christ to-day, and are so forgetittl 
of our duly and so ungrateful for kindnesses at 
to sin to-morrow, that sin will cut ns off fromi 
Him, and then we lose our hopes. Thus, Balraij 
tion is that forgiveness and happiness which GofliI 
freely and fully bestows, but which man cannot' 
receive without doing his utmost. Salvation i$ 
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of Gracp, t[iB.t IB, it is God's own gracioiiB gift, 
■without any merits or deserving^ upon our part, 
and yet He has so ordered it, that we are to 
work out our own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling.' And thus you sea what I mean when I 
say that the coming of the kingdom of Iieaven 
depends in Eiome sort upon man, and so, in part, 
upon yourself. You have been baptized into 
Christ; you have been chosen to a place in 
heaven; there is a mansion prepared for you;' 
but then, as I explained to you,* unlesa you do 
the duties belonging to yonr place in the Church, 
you will not bo able to gain this mansion ; and 
then, if you fail, you are delaying Christ's 
kingdom, you are hindering the coming of that 
day when Christ shall reward, those who have 
loved and obeyed Him, with everlasting life. 
How serious, then, is the thought, that by sin 
you not only are ruining yourself, but you are 
making your punishment worse by mocking God 
— by doing all that you can to hinder His com- 
ing I Oh, then, be very much afraid of sin; 
avoid it as you would a roaring lion, or a biting 
serpent; and be afraid of idleness in the business 
of your soul. When you pray God to make 
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His kingdom come, you make a promise, as tl 
ii-ere, that j'ou are doing all that you can, all thai 
He has made to depend upon you, that so it may 
be. You ai'e too young, perliaps, to have a great 
many duties, or to have mucli influence; and 
yet it is hardly possible that you can have none; 
if you have not a younger brother or sister, you 
most probably liave some companion who looks 
to vou for an example, who does what you do, 
and ti-ies to be like you. Now, if you are not 
careful to be good, you not only are hindering 
the coming of God's kingdom, by losing your 
own soul, but you are tempting and encouraging 
others to lose tiieirs ! You are hindering the 
coming of God's kingdom, if you are as fond of 
the wicked as of the good, — if you keep company 
with story-tellers, or those who disobey their pa- 
rents or their teachers, or who are not afiection- 
ate and kind to all whom they know. When you 
pray God that His kingdom may come, yoo 
mock Him, unless you try and do all you can to 
conquer aiu in yourself and others. That very ' 
prayer is your promise that you will exert yourself 
in every way to promote the glory of God. And 
how is God's glory to be promoted I Surely by 
the holiness of those who are already Christians, ' 



SEBMON XIV. 



w 

r and by biiugiiig those into the fold of Christ 

I who now do not know His Name. 

I Consider, then, you are by this bouad to do all 

I yon possibly can to promote God's glory ; and 
let me tell you a few ways in which you may do 
so. First, — let me warn and advise you to be 
very careful always lo speak llie truth ; what- 
ever trouble or difficulty it may cost you, always 
be tnitliful. It may not be always necessary to 
tell all people all you know, for by so doing you 
may sometimes make unnecessary mischief; but 

' if you are obliged to speak, take care that you 
only speak the truth. The Apostle tells yon to 
" study to be quiet, and to mind your own busi- 
ness,"' and if you do this, it wilt preyent your 

I repeating all the idle tales you hear, and stop you 

I from telling tales of persons, which, even if true, it 
does not conceiTi you to tattle about. Attend to 
those things which belong to yourself; mind your 
own business; andmakeitahabittoavoid curiosity 
and prying into the things which concern your 
friends. If any of your companions corae to you 
and ask you to rejoice with them over some good 
news, or to weep with them over some bad, [hen, 
by all means, attend to their request, and show 
them that you feel for them. Always help others 



when they ask you to join ihem m thing: 
are lawful and right; always try to be 
hand In kindncsees ; but do not earn the 
tcr of a busy-body in other men's matten 

Again, you are not only required tc 
truth, but you are also required to act li 
do what is kind and loving. In everyl, 
tender-hearted and affectionate: be veryt 
of helping your companions ; be very di 
your parents ; be very attentive lo your le 
be very respectful to your spiritual pastore 
that you may not grow up with the I 
that the commands by which ChristiB 
required lo deny themselves, and to take I 
cross,' and to follow Christ, and bear E 
den,'" belong only to grown-up men and i 
I will endeavour to show you how ev4 
young children may deny themselves, ai: 
the cross of their Lord and Saviour. 

To deny yourself, means that yon re 
yourself something which joncan get, an< 
you would very Tnui-k like to have ; and 
the cross of Christ, your Lord and M 
means that you are not ashamed nor af 
own that you love and wish to obey Hii 
although you should be so unhappy as t( 
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company where He is not cared for. It is too 
mucli the custom with young people to think 
that they are not called upon to refuse them8e[ve9_ 
anything which they can obtain. If other chil- 
dren in their own station of life and of their own 
age enjoy certain things, and these same things 
are placed within their own reach, young per- 
sons think there can be no harm in their taking 
tlieir fill of them ; and yet, if self-denial is a 
chiistian duty, it cannot be learnt too early; 
if you arc to refuse yourself what you would 
like when yon are old, you had better learn 
the lesson of doing so while you are young. 
The Lord God has Himself told parents 
the best way; and what it is beet for parents 
to order, it is best for childreu to obey. God 
has tangjit parents, " Train up a child in the 
way he should go;" and he has added the 
gracious promise, that all so trained shall not, 
when tiieyare old, depart from the way in which 
they are brought up. " And, therefore, the 
happiest thing for yourselves that you can do, 
ia to learn early that which yon will have to do 
ail your life. When, therefore, you know that 
it is the duty of the Christian to deny himself, 
and to be put to inconvenience for the sake of 



CatusT, you will wiali to be^in early itiiis \o 
tliow rour love for jour Satiocr. You will de 
«1[ you can to show that you really loreCHRi^i, 
li«caiue Chkist lias sUomi you in so very mant 
trays how very mnch He loves you. I hsTf 
spoken of self-denial, and 1 will give you u 
instance of what I mean, and tJien I must esj 
farenell to you for the present. We bave beeo 
talking of the coming of Gou's kingdom, and 
we have said that the coming of that kingdan 
means the salvation of those who now are ChiU- 
tians, and the causing those to be Christians «lw 
llo^v are not so. A'ow, for this purpose, muck 
instruction— much preaching is necessary. Tfl 
bringthosewho are not Christians in to the Church, 
preachiijg is necessary ; and to see that tbtw 
who arc in the Church do their duty, much traiif 
ing and much leaching is necessary. Thus, tf 
you grow up, you will hear of the Society ftt 
Promoting Christian Knowledge, which prinlf 
Bibles, and Prayer Books, and Tracts, and 
books very cheaply, to teach those who have not 
parents who can afford to buy for them the» 
books at what they cost in other places, — and tliti 
National Society for Educating the Poor, — and' 
the Society for Building Churches, — and that 



Additional Curates Society for finding money 
to pay clei'gymen in places wliere the clergy 
and people cannot themselves find money to pay 
them, — and the old Missionary Society, viz, the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Fo- 
reign Parts. But, even before you grow up, and 
before you can know all the great good they are 
doing, you can through them practise self-denial ; 
you can through ihem practise refusing youreelf 
what you would like ; you can through them show 
whether you love Christ or the world the best ; 
you can through them show if you are sincere in 
praying, " Thy kingdom come." 

Suppose your papa, or mamma, or some friend 
have given you some money to buy toys with, or 
to spend in some amusement or pleasure for 
yourself J and suppose you recollect, that many 
of those who are your brethren in Baptism are 
ignorant and cannot read God's Holy Word, or 
if tliey can read, yet have not a Bible or Prayer 
Book; then,bysavingoutofyour money a penny 
or two for the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, you do what you can to get them 
a Bible, or Prayer Book, or other good books, — 
or by saving and giving a penny or two toward:j 
the National Society, you do what you can to get 
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men who bare neither c bareW* 
yon »aTC a pennj or two far AeChaiiLfc BJ&g 
Society, — or the Socielj far Fnwmnii^ ^^ 1^ 
plojrmcnt of Additional Cnritev^ — jihi ^ wta 
yoo can to make Ood's Idngdom come. Or, H 
you hearof theborroraof thoeewhomrefarsviT 
from England, and are living witlioiit Chsist, 
and put by a penny or a halfpentnr ererjr week 
to give to the Society for the PropagatioB of tiie 
(lonpol in Foreign Parts, — then jon are doiDg 
wliiit you can for the coming of the kingdom of 
(ioi), and arc denying yourselves. I might 
uliow yoii many other ways of doing this, but I 
mUKt now lay farewell; and pray, my young 
(Vlnnd, ronienil)or, tliat if you do not say the 
Lonn'ii Prayer every day, you are not in the 
wwy to hotivon ; and that if you do say it every 
tliiy, und are not trying by every help in your 
powc^r to h good yourself^ and to help others to 
h(* iu>, tlion you aro mocking God. Do not 
d«rt^ to mock God, but do whatever you can to 
l^lorifv II I M, and then you will be happy here 
wud ht>rt^al>tT, Bo always thinking of God, 
and rt^mwnbrr Kk is always thinking of and 



looking upon you. Yes ! God always sees 
you 1 

It is possible that this book may liave been 
given to some vvlio liave been already confirmed, 
and who have lluis, in tlie face of the eongi'ega- 
tion, and in the presence of Gou, taken npoa 
ihemeelves the promises and vows" of Baplism, 
and received, by tlie laying on of the liands of 
the Bishop, the strengthening graces of the 
HoLv Spiiht. Now sueh of you as have been 
confirmed, should remember thai at your con- 
firmation you received a new privilege — the pi'i- 
vilege of receiving the Holy Communion of the 
Body and Blood of Christ. It must be the work 
of future sencons to tell you all tbe high and holy 
things which God does for those who love Him, 
when they come with faith to kneel at the holy 
altar, and to partake of the bread and wine which 
the priest has blessed in the name of Christ. 
They ore veiy great and blessed things which 
are then done for those who believe in Christ, 

•• Phouibeb and Vows. There is this difference helwefti 
a Framiae aud a Vow: — lo promige, )> 10 undertake to do 
suinethliig between maa and man ; or Duly cBlling mRn u 
a witness. Tovuw, is to undertake to do aomelhiqg towstd 
God, or callin^GoD lo wilness. A vuw, then, is a promise 
made lo or aboul Gon, or calling God to wiine'^ii. 



aiid love His aervice. What I wish now to say 
tu you ii. this : never neglect an opportunity of 
receiving the Holy Communioa. Every omission 
is a step towards the devil's kingdom, — jiiet as 
every obedience is a step towards God's kiDgdom. 
It was your Saviour's dying command, that you 
should celebrate this supper. You cannot safely 
omit it; and as you grow older you will expe- 
rience more and more the benefits of a constant 
and faithful participation in this Holy Sacrament. 
In conclusion, I have only to say to all who 
read this book, pray God that your spiritual 
lives may not be wanting in early holiness. Be 

HOLY WHILE YOU ARE yOUNG ;- — BE riOtIS 
AND TRUSTFUL NOW ! 

P. S. let me recommend all who are Con- 
firmed to possess themselves of the " Kucha- 
ristica," which contains a series of Meditations 
and Prayers on the Holy Communion, and 
especially I beg them to read carefully iha 
Introduction, In which the substance of many 
sermons is compressed in few sentences, easily 
to be nnderstood. 
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